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Steve MacKellar & Bruce Kinsler show off their twin CLK63 Black Series at October’s
Wounded Warrior Trick or Treat Car Show (see pg 13)
- Photo by Bill Hopper

GWS-MBCA Members Do More
Than Just Play With Cars
Greater Washington Section Members
round out 2009 with the New Member’s
Reception on Dec 6 at R & H Motor
Cars in Owings Mills MD. As part of
the event bring a new unwrapped toy
and non-perishable food items to be
given to local shelters during the holiday
season. Speaking of holidays, it’s time
for the Section to celebrate, this year at
Maggiano’s in Chevy Chase on January
23! Come join fellow GWS members in
one of the most talked about events of
the year. There will be member awards
and as always, great door prizes from
Section sponsors.
Planning for 2010 is well under way.
GWS members who came to the 2009
Annual Meeting in October, hosted by
American Service Center in Arlington
VA, stated they would like to attend
more car shows, social, and rally events.
Several members offered to step up
to help develop programs. If you are
interested in helping out, please let us
know.
While the Section has two very well
attended Concours d’Elegance events
each year, the Deutsche Marque and the
Eastern Regional Concours, there is a
desire for more informal car shows, as

well as for club members to participate
as a group, in some of the region’s public
car shows. Therefore, an Oktoberfest
car show in the Virginia hunt country
is now being developed, along with a
series of scenic drives. A date has been
set for a Calvert County Drive on May
15. This will be hosted by Family Auto
of Owings MD followed by a crab
cake and ham dinner. For those of
you who like high-speed performance
driving, Marque Madness at Virginia
International Raceway has been set for
June 10 & 11. This is the fourth time
that the club has participated in this
two-day full-course track event. It’s a
event for beginners and experts alike,
and the perfect place to learn to enjoy
driving your car at speed (ticket free!).
Let’s not forget in September we will host
StarFest® 2010, the largest MBCA event.
A five-day Mercedes-Benz enthusiast’s
dream, with car shows, rallies, high
performance driving and lots of parties,
don’t miss it!
Check the www.gws-mbca.org website,
sign up for updates, and get ready for
another great year of events with the
Greater Washington Section of the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America!
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Calendar of Events

Visit our website for the latest updates and activities, or to register for a GWS event:
www.GWS-MBCA.org/event.html - All dates are subject to change.
DECEMBER
6

SOCIAL New Member’s Party & Reception. R & H Motor Cars,
Owings Mills MD. Everyone Welcome.

JANUARY 2010
23

GWS Holiday Party Maggiano’s Little Italy, Chevy Chase DC.

MARCH
12

Ameila Island Concours MBCA Southern Stars dinner 		
Contact: Jackie Manson 912.280.0518 whitestars@msn.com

12-14

Ameila Island Concours www.ameliaconcours.org

20

TECH Do-It-Yourself Session, Curry’s Auto Service, Arlington VA
Contact: Warren Bain 703.906.9658; wb740t@yahoo.com

APRIL
TBA

AUTOCROSS #1 					
Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com

TBA

CONCOURS Judging School, TBA				
Contact: Raymond Lombardo 301.388.0141 raymondalombardo@yahoo.com

MAY
2

CONCOURS Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance (rain date 5/16)		
Contact: Raymond Lombardo 301.388.0141 raymondalombardo@yahoo.com

TBA

TECH Do-It-Yourself Session, Convenience Car Care, Manassas VA
Contact: Warren Bain 703.906.9658; wb740t@yahoo.com

15

SOCIAL Sunday Drive and Dinner, Calvert County MD		
Contact: JD Harriman 410.461.2334 jdh@atopnotchmailboxco.com

TBA

AUTOCROSS #2 						
Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com

JUNE
TBA

AUTOCROSS #3					
`
Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com

10-11

DRIVING Marque Madness, Virginia International Raceway,
Contact: Joe Wozney 703.437.7866; joewozney@aol.com

SEPTEMBER 2010

24 - 29 Starfest® 2010 Winchester VA				
www.starfest2010.org

The Latest Section Event News Delivered Right to Your Inbox!

Sign up for the GWS-MBCA email blast: www.gws-mbca.org to receive advance notice of
events, changes and reminders of upcoming GWS activities

WINNER
“2009 TOP SHOP Finalist”
by Tire Review Magazine
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NEW
LOCATION!

Stop by for a visit.
Experience the quality care for your cars and the honest advice and the extrodinary
customer service that your neighbors and friends are talking about!

Arlington

4160 South Four Mile Run Drive
Arlington, Virginia 22206

703.931.7220

arlington@currysauto.com

www.CURRYSAUTO.com
Metro Tri-Star

» FREE Tech Inspections for track events
» Performance Tires and Wheels
» GIAC Dealer

| 1-888-8CURRYS
3

From the
President

Bill Hopper
wwhrestoration@att.net
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Friendships Made Through The
Mercedes-Benz Club.
After a recent GWS-MBCA event, I was
especially struck by how much happens at
our club events and what an effect these
events have: friendships are made and
these relationships affect the rest of our
daily lives.
Because our club members come from
a wide variety of backgrounds, many of
the friendships formed might not have
come about otherwise. The one thing that
bonds each of us is our enthusiasm for the
Mercedes- Benz marque, our membership
in MBCA, and all that we do and share
within this club. This bond is visible not
only at Section events, but also at regional
and national ones. It is very rewarding to
see these friendships develop and to enjoy
the ones of long standing.
A perfect example of this bonding took
place at the recent GWS High Performance Driving School in September held
at New Jersey Motorsports Park. As often
happens, one member helped out another, in this case a new member whose son
had joined him in the event. Although
the young man was just beginning to
learn on-street driving, he was getting interested in club driving events, just as his
father was. Our new member was driving
a track-prepared Porsche, a more complicated machine to drive than his brandnew-driver son was used to.
It quickly became obvious that, if he drove
his dad’s manual-transmission Porsche,
this new driver would not get much out
of the school. One of our GWS members who was instructing offered his own
track-prepared Mercedes-Benz 190 sedan
to the son for his runs. It had an automatic transmission, more like the Acura
the young man was used to. This new
driver did very well in the 190, learning
the line, driving well with others on the
track, understanding the importance of
weight transfer when braking and steering at high speed. He was indeed a better
driver at the end of the day than when
he began, all due to the generosity of a
member offering his 190 to drive. It was
easy to see how sharing the experiences of
the event was important for both father
and son.

Day Two dawned with a very different
track, one that was wet and slippery from
overnight rains. Our new young driver
once again was offered the opportunity to
drive the 190. However, this day’s driving
proved more complicated. Although he
was driving well, things changed in a split
second and an off-track experience ended
up damaging the borrowed MercedesBenz 190.
Pitting in, it was obvious how upset the
young man was. He had damaged a borrowed car, certainly bruised his ego, and
was worried about the reception he would
get from his father and the car’s owner. Of
course the owner was upset, but he was
not angry. He was relieved that no one
was hurt and, after all, accidents happen!
Once the owner had cleaned out the grass
and mud, he took the car out on the track
to check for any mechanical damage.
When he returned to the paddock, the
owner put the keys in the young man’s
hands and told him to get back on the
track and try it again! He knew how important it was for the young man to prove
to himself that he could do it!
This is a perfect example of trust and
friendship built during a club event. One
member worked to help another. He saw
the makings of a good driver in another
member’s son, and wanted to help develop that skill and passion for driving.
He wanted to teach how important it is
to learn from your mistakes and not to
be discouraged when something goes
wrong.
People gather for a variety of reasons,
often because they share a common passion. Along the way, relationships are
built, based on trust and friendship, rare
commodities indeed. We are lucky to
have these relationships right here in the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
I tip my hat to these three members and
hope that out of this shared experience a
long-term friendship grows.

Winter 2009

New Members - Please welcome our newest GWS members to the Club.
Ryan Glenn Perry
Westminster, MD

Thomas Jordan Boyd
Arlington, VA

Keith Frampton
Sykesville, MD

William Jude Niebauer
Baltimore, MD

Gregory Reiter
Arlington, VA

John Paul Kornet
Charlestown, MD

Bennett Leaderman
McHenry, MD

Edward Eugene Schwab
Alexandria, VA

Dennis Stewart
Fairfax, VA

Daniel S. Donnelly
Cohes, NY

Monique Lass
Falls Church, VA

Jason Lederstein
Washington, DC

John Kercheval
McLean, VA

Thomas Charboneau
Manassas, VA

Michael Diandrea
Springfield, VA

Nhan Huynh-Do
Ashburn, VA

Lea Gallogly
Alexandria, VA

Michael Yerry Kenneally
Gainesville, VA

John R. Pagan
Washington, DC

Rachelle Rae Carter-Crim
Capon Bridge, WV

Thu Stubbs
Sterling, VA

David D. Olimpi
Middleburg, VA

Colin A. Dublin
Manassas, VA

Henry Geer
Waldorf, MD

Henry & Laurie Harrell
GWS Membership Chairs
h_harrell@mac.com

Jerry Salter
Clifton, VA
William Hugh Woodier
Bristow, VA
Francis M. Sharp
Bristow, VA
John Hoddinott
Gainesville, VA
Michael Amiri
Reston, VA
Daniel S. Donnelly
Laurel, MD
Milton Grady
Mitchellville, MD
Keith Vaughn
Churchton, MD
Joseph Arthur Marston
Clinton, MD
William Simpson, Jr.
Ft. Washington, MD
Eric Anderson
Camp Springs, MD
James Jefferson Blanchard
Upper Marlboro, MD
John H. Kenworthy
Rockville, MD
Dariusz Skoraczewski
Elkridge, MD
Raymond Vezeau
Hanover, MD
Anthony Testani
Parkton, MD

Metro Tri-Star

- - - DON’T FORGET - - -

(GO CASH - Class of ‘75)

Jamiejo Perry
Montclair, VA
Ken Marzin
Falls Church, VA
Daniel Zavala
Mclean, VA
Paymaun Lotfi
Mclean, VA
Valerie Jones
Occoquan, VA
Merrick Dixon
Woodbridge, VA
Wade S. White
Flint Hill, VA
Gerald Alan Soltis
Woodstock, VA
Frederick Shaddock
Fairfield, IA

New Member’s Reception
Sunday December 6
R & H Motor Cars, Owings Mills, MD 1 -- 4 pm

Matthew S. Moler
Washington, DC

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME - OLD and NEW alike!
(See pg 6 - New Member’s Reception)

Alyce McCrystle
Towson, MD

William Moore
Haymarket, VA

Shawn Watson
Riverdale, MD

Douglas Lerner
Oak Hill, VA

Paul L. Edelin
Suitland, MD

John Morgan
Laurel, MD

Kenneth Lane
Dunkirk, MD

Lorraine Moore
District Heights, MD

Basilio Teixeira
Rockville, MD

Perry Ebrahimi
Olney, MD

Linwood R Turner
Silver Spring, MD

Karim Morsli
Rockville, MD

Donna Marie Zaremba
Columbia, MD

Susan Albert
Burtonsville, MD

Neel Kamal
Lutherville, MD

William J. Ford
Easton, MD

Barry L. Miller
Baltimore, MD

Annette M. Monsour
Falls Church, VA

Scott F. Tominovich
Annapolis, MD

Kate Wilby
Great Falls, VA

Frank McCrystle
Baltimore, MD

Yoland Brooks
Pikesville, MD
Charles J. Gilbert
Catonsville, MD
Kyle W. Bybee
Stevensville, MD
Jerry Welsh
Salisbury, MD
Barbara J. Venable
Springfield, VA
Roland S. Venable
Springfield, VA
Berniece M. Jones
Woodbridge, VA
Gerald L. Smith
Winchester, VA
Donna Smith
Winchester, VA

Dayne E. Howard
Annapolis, MD
Charles Ervin Thomas
Frederick, MD
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Upcoming MBCA Events

Holiday Party
Saturday, January 23, 2010
6:30 to 11 pm

Maggiano’s Little Italy

New Member’s
Reception
Sunday, December 6, 2009
1 to 4 pm
R & H Motor Cars
9727 Reisterstown Rd
Owings Mills MD
If you have joined the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America recently we are holding
a party in your honor! This is also an
invitation to those not so new GWS
members to come out and spend some
time with other members, see some
great cars and meet a supporting dealer,
R & H Motor Cars of Owings Mills
MD. Many of our Baltimore members
have not had a chance to come to club
events in their own backyard.
R & H Motor Cars, Ltd. is Baltimore’s
oldest authorized Mercedes-Benz
dealer, delivering exceptional service
since 1965. R & H is a full-service
dealership and strives to meet each
customer’s expectations by going the
extra step, making their Mercedes-Benz
experience feel like the special moment
it truly is.
We invite all MBCA members to
attend this event. There is no charge,
we ask attendees to bring an unwrapped
toy, and/or non perishable food items
to be donated to local charities.
We look forward to seeing you on
Sunday December 6 from 1 to 4 pm.
Please R.S.V.P. to:
Heather Walk, R & H Motor Cars
on 410.753.8299, or 443.744.9046
hwalk@rhemail.com
Be sure to mention that you are
responding for the GWS Annual New
Members Reception.
6

5333 Wisconsin Ave., NW
Washington, DC
Don’t miss out on the most talked about
social event of the year! Come celebrate
at Maggiano’s Chevy Chase, just inside
the District Line at Friendship Heights.
Easy to get to by Metro (The Red Line
Friendship Heights station) or by car,
valet parking as well as self parking in
the garage or on the street is available.
Come at 6:30 pm and enjoy cocktails
and the camaraderie of your fellow club
members. Dinner will be served at 7:30
pm. This year GWS members will enjoy
an Italian family-style dinner beginning
with bruschetta and spinach and
artichoke al forno, followed by tomato
caprese and Maggino’s famous salad.
For the main course, choose one or go
ahead and sample everything, you know
you will want to: chicken marsala, beef
braciole, gnocchi in tomato vodka sauce,
and fettuccine alfredo with broccoli. If
you have ever dined at Maggiano’s you
know you will not leave hungry. If you
have any room left for dessert, there will
be vanilla bean ice cream and chocolate
zuccotto cake.
All who attend will be eligible for door
prizes donated by GWS-MBCA sponsors.
You never know who will leave with what!

Thanks go out to American Service
Center, Euromotorcars, Mercedes-Benz
of Alexandria, Mercedes-Benz of Tysons
Corner and Radial Tire Co for all the
great items they have provided over the
years at this event.
And for those of you who have
accomplished something during 2009,
we will be giving out Concours and
driving awards, as well as the prestigious
GWS-MBCA Member of the Year
Award, the Henry J. “Hank” Sloan
Award.
Parking; MarcParc offers garage and
valet parking, discounted for Maggiano’s
guests.
If you want to come by METRO take
the Red Line to Friendship Heights, take
the elevator to Wisconsin Avenue. The
restaurant is next to the Chevy Chase
Pavilion on the east side of Wisconsin
Avenue.
The cost for this event is $50 before
January 8, 2010, $55 after 1/8/10. Mail
your check, payable to GWS-MBCA
along with your RSVP to:
Marianne Lumsden, GWS Secretary,
101 Walker Dr, Fredericksburg, VA
22401-2625.
For more information, contact:
Marianne Lumsden at 571.225.0169
or msener39@hotmail.com.

StarFest 2010
®

Planning has begun for StarFest® 2010,
on September 24 - 29 in Winchester VA.
This five-day event will include
everything a Mercedes-Benz enthusiast
enjoys, rally driving, plenty of fine
Mercedes-Benzs at the Mercedes-Benz
Concours d’Elegance, racing at Summit
Point Raceway! If that is not enough,
there will be a defensive driving school
to teach you skills you can use every
day, and informative seminars on

the technical side of Mercedes-Benz
ownership, not to mention some pretty
terrific social events! Even those less
interested in cars will have plenty to
keep them busy, with side trips, tours
and events to enjoy.
For more information log onto:

www.starfest2010.org
or StarFest 2010 on Twitter
Winter 2009

GWS Spring Events

TWO SPRING D-I-Y
TECH SESSIONS
Planned

GWS-MBCA is now in the planning
stages for two Do-It-Yourself Tech
session in the spring. Exact dates
are still in the works, but plan on
Saturdays in March and May to work
on your car. This is a bring what-youdrive event!
Both Curry’s Auto Service’s new
location in Arlington VA and
Convenience Car Care in Manassas
VA have offered to host GWSMBCA members. If you have not
had a chance to attend a D-I-Y, this
is a great time to change your oil and
work on those projects you have been
thinking about.
These events are designed for you to
work on your own car in the comfort
of a professional garage. The shops
will supply bays with lifts and expert
advice, you supply the labor and
everything else. Don’t forget to bring
your own tools, supplies, oil, filter
and parts.
GWS members never go hungry with
breakfast and lunch items provided
so that you can get right to work on
your car.
For more information:
Warren Bain 703.906.9658
wb740t@yahoo.com
Update: March 20 Curry’s Auto
Service, New Arlington location!

Calvert County
Scenic Drive, Crab
Cake & Ham Dinner

Saturday, May 15, 2010
Caravan from Alexandria VA @ 11 am
MBCA members will enjoy a leisurely
drive to southern Maryland, a tour of
Family Auto Care Mercedes-Benz, BMW
Specialist at noon, and a scenic drive
around Calvert County MD. Topping
the day off will be a crab cake and ham
dinner at the historic St. James Church
in Lothian MD. This is an opportunity
for a relaxing spring afternoon drive!
Members who attend this event will be
treated to a tour of Family Auto Care
Mercedes BMW Specialist’s shop as well
as a scenic drive through picturesque
southern Maryland. For dinner you
will take part in a one-hundred yearold tradition, handed down from
grandmothers, mothers and daughters;
a dinner of southern Maryland crab
cakes, country ham and honey-baked
ham, potatoes au gratin, cole slaw, green
beans, beverages, rolls and biscuits,
and for desert, home-baked pie and ice
cream.
While at the church, you will be able to
enjoy their Spring Festival which features
tours of the historic church building guided
by parishioners in colonial dress, a children’s
carnival, an antique car show, and various
shops, such as: the Country Store, Garden
Shoppe, Crafts Boutique, White Elephant
Boutique, Bake Shoppe and Jewel Box.

Marque Madness at VIR

Mark your calendar for some REAL Driving FUN!
Thursday and Friday, June 10-11, 2010

You too can have this much fun next summer!
					
Just like this guy ==>
Have you ever really wanted to drive your car like it was designed to
be driven? This is your opportunity to do so on one of the nicest road
courses in the US, Virginia International Raceway. This event is open to all
members, regardless of experience and the marque driven. Instructors and
classroom sessions prepare you for this very fun and educational driving
event. (Pictured at right is Paul Vandenberg with his 1986 190E 2.316 during the Fall 2009 HPDE held at VIR’s sister track, New Jersey
Motorsports Park.)					
Photo by Bill Hopper

Those visiting St. James’ Church a
historic brick church that has stood
since before the American Revolution,
established in 1692, will see a chalice
inscribed in 1707 and tablets on the
walls dating to the early 1700s. Visitors
may also see the oldest dated head stone
in Maryland, 1665, and learn about
Thomas John Claggett, the Church’s
first bishop.
Family Auto Care Mercedes BMW
Specialist, 7657 Binnacle Lane (on
Skinners Turn Rd) Owings MD, will
supply each club member who attends
the church dinner, a savings certificate
worth 10% off MSRP on any “take
out” Mercedes-Benz part, good for 60
days, as well as 20% off labor for any
maintenance service performed “in
house” over the same 60-day period.
All are welcome to this event no matter
what you drive. To encourage MercedesBenz and BMW automobiles, special
preferred parking will be reserved at the
church.
Cost: $5 registration fee, submitted
with your RSVP; dinner cost $20 for
adults and $10 for children 10 years
and younger. Children under 2 years eat
free. The cost for dinner will be paid at
the church. Adult carry-out meals will
also be available.
To reserve your spot, send a check for $5
per car made out to GWS-MBCA to:
JD Harriman, 4528 Yorkshire Drive,
Ellicott City MD 21043
410.461.2334
jdh@atopnotchmailboxco.com

Pylon Alley & Driving Events
Over All 2009 GWS-MBCA
Autocross Champions

Winners will be recongnized at
the GWS Holiday Party
VINTAGE MB
#1 Deborah Hirtes 67 230SL
DIESEL
#1 Brian Layer
84 300SD
16 VALVE
#1 Denis Dersin
86 190E 2.3-16
#2 Bill Stewart
86 190E 2.3-16
#3 Ted Joseph
86 190E 2.3-16
6 CYLINDERS
#1 Ben Weber
88 300E
#2 Jim Smith
92 190E 2.6
#3 Bill Hopper
97 C280
8 CYLINDERS
#1 John Heflin
83 500 SEC
#2 Henry Harrell
93 400E
#3 Laurie Harrell
93 400E
SLK
#1 Steve Spector
07 SLK350
#2 Chris Mazzola
01 SLK320
AMG
#1 Jim Glenn
03 E55 AMG
#2 Richie Crim
06 C55 AMG
OTHER MARQUES
#1 Marty Gallagher, 03 SVT Cobra
#2 Mike Wirt, 07 Porsche Cayman
#3 Brad Blase, 00 Porsche Boxster S
Check out all the 2009 AX Times:
www.gws-mbca.org/ax/autocross.html.

Autocross #5 – August 23
A ragged start to the day as GWS Driving
Chair, Joe Wozney, was not feeling well and
left before the event started. Joe turned out
to be more seriously ill than initially thought
and ended up hospitalized. Joe is now back
on the road to recovery!
With 35 registered participants, Mike Wirt’s
“Thrice Minus Twice” course had everyone
going in circles – and rather quickly. Debbie
Hirtes and her 1967 230SL was back
representing the Mercedes-Benz veterans
group. It sure would be nice if a few other
owners of older Mercedes-Benz models

Ben Weber in his red 1988 300E followed by Denise Dersin and Ted Joseph in their 1986
190E 2.3-16, Henry Harrell in his 1993 400E, Steve Spector standing.
- Photo by Bill Hopper

would come out. In a reversal of the 16
valve trend this year, Bill Stewart took first
with 55.640, edging out Denise Dersin by a
little more than five hundredths of a second.
Both Bill and Denise earned Fastest Time
of Day (FTD) for ladies and gentlemen. In
the six-cylinder class, Jim Smith showed last
year’s form as he beat Ben Weber by a little
more than five tenths of a second - this was
Jim’s first win of the year, and a possible sign
that Ben’s 300E five-speed may need some
more tweaking.
In the V8 class, Henry and Laurie Harrell
took first and second-place respectively.
Chris Mazzola and Steve Spector battled it
out in the SLK class, with Steve taking the
win – this a tight contest with each having
two wins and two second place finishes so
far for the year. Jim Glenn was back with
his E55 AMG to take another first place in
the AMG group. In the “Other Marques”
Marty Gallagher took first place. Mike
Wirt took second place, Howard Leiken
took third in his super-nice Porsche 944
Turbo. In a bit of an upset, the long-absent
Brett Hack showed his talent by driving his
Mazda Miata to a solid fourth place finish.

The 16-valve group was back to full strength
as Denise Dersin finished first and took
Ladies FTD with a 52.248. Ted Joseph
edged Bill Stewart for second place with a
53.182 which garnered Ted Mercedes-Benz
Gentlemen’s FTD. Paul T. Vandenberg (the
younger) was out with Ben, his son, and
finished fourth. Paul D. Vandenberg (the
elder, the venerable) finished fifth. In the
six-cylinder class, Jim Smith ran a 55.795
for first place, Bill Hopper took second.
John Heflin had the V8 class all to himself
for this go round, as did Steve Spector
with his SLK, and Jim Glenn in his AMG,
running unopposed in their groups.
In the “Other Marques,” Mike Wirt finished
with a 50.574, and Marty Gallagher third.
Phantom, Brett Hack drove his Miata

Autocross #1 - September 6

We all were happy to see Joe Wozney back
for this, the rescheduled autocross # 1! Mike
Wirt’s “Are We There Yet?” course caused
more than a little consternation, but it
turned out to be a fun drive, despite more
than the usual number of off-course runs.
The Mercedes-Benz veterans group was
represented by Debbie Hirtes and her 1967
230SL and Hans O’Malley with his 1972
300SEL 4.5. again showing Mercedes-Benzs
more than 35 years old still know how to
tear up an autocross course!
Brett Hack cleans up, both on and off the
autocross course

- Photo by Bill Hopper

Pylon Alley Cont...
to a fourth place finish – how does he do
it in that little hand-painted car? Howard
Leiken, who ran the day’s third-fastest time
in his 2005 Corvette, finished fifth. (Yes,
Howard changes cars from one event to the
next!) Steve Mitchell finished sixth in a Mini
Cooper S. Patrick Pereira continues to make
steady progress with his Acura NSX, urged
on by his cheering and adoring fans! We
welcomed newcomers, father-and-son team
Alain and Braden Drooz in an Acura TSX.
Braden, a newly licensed driver, showed
marked improvement and ended up within
four-tenths of a second behind his father’s
best time. GWS long-time father-and-son
team, John and Bob Robinson were also on
hand, enjoying Bob’s Corvette Z06. Keep
up the good work Bob!

Autocross #6 – September 13

What a day! What a crowd! With 63
participants, it’s a good thing Mike Wirt
laid out a short course. Sunny, a bit warm,
with a breeze that threatened to blow the
tents away, a great day for an autocross,
as well as a birthday bash for driver Barrie
Gochman.
In the Mercedes-Benz groups, many of the
regulars were on hand. Denise Dersin in
the 16-valve group edged out Bill Stewart
by five-tenths of a second for first place and
overall Ladies’ FTD. Bill’s time earned him
MB Gentlemen’s FTD. In the six-cylinder
class, Ben Weber was back taking first place.
Jim Smith ran a close second, and Bill
Hopper took third. In the V8 class, John
Heflin was all alone as the Harrell’s 400E
was in for repairs, although the Harrells still
participated, just in a very bright YELLOW
2010 Chevrolet Camaro.
The SLK class was bigger than it’s been in
quite some time with Chris Mazzola, Greg
Knoll, Buzz McClain and Steve Spector
vying for points. Buzz, a reporter from
the Washington Post, working on an article
about our club’s activities, was driving a car
loaned to him by MBUSA. Steve Spector
turned in a strong 43.223 to take first, with
Chris close behind followed by Greg and
Buzz. Husband and wife team Richie Crim
and Rachelle Rae Carter-Crim were out to
represent the AMG group, and finished first
and second respectively.
In the “Other Marques,” the ladies were back
out, with Patti Cornell driving her Mustang
GT to a first place finish and Ladies’ FTD.
Brenda Curtis finished second, Maurya
Brenneman finished third in her Honda Fit
and Laurie Harrell finished fourth driving
“Bumblebee,” the bright YELLOW Camaro.
Newcomer Wade Chamberlain showed
well in his Factory Five Roadster – a Shelby
Cobra kit car powered by a supercharged
Metro Tri-Star

302ci engine. The car was both loud and
fast, turning in a stunning 37.174 to take
FTD and first place. Mike Wirt drove his
Porsche Cayman to a 39.810 to take second
place. Marty Gallagher took third, with
another newcomer, Don Fitzpatrick driving
his BMW M3 to a fourth place finish. GWS
regular Brad Blase ran a respectable 40.324
to take fifth place. Andy Thomas, with a
super-quick Hyundai Accent managed to
snag sixth place. Wade’s co-driver, Brian
Kirwan had the second fastest time with a
38.861, but the SCCA index pushed him
down to seventh place.

Autocross #7 - October 11

with a Acura Integra R and took seventh
place. Newcomer Cary Caivolella was back
and got another top-ten finish in his very
clean Scion tC; Mike Kallam Jr’s Dodge
Neon and Patrick Pereira‘s Acura NSX
rounded out the top ten.

Autocross #8 - November 1

The last autocross of the season was more a
funcross than anything else. Many members
had already made their points for the year,
and were relishing in the sport of autocross.
A perfect end to a great season!
Mike Wirt laid out a very “special” course
that ran in the morning in one direction,
and then in the afternoon, in the reverse
direction. Driver’s best run times were then
combined for the day’s score. It became a
bit of a challenge for some to remember the
exact course as the afternoon rolled around.
So a number of off-course excursions made
for interesting viewing. As is often the
case, Denise Dersin was not deterred by
the course and her combined time for the
two courses was 90.184 which garnered the
Fastest Time of the Day! Just showing the
women of GWS are really the ones who
know how to drive!
What a great end to a wonderful 2009
season. Come join in next year when we
start it all over again!
		
- Paul D.J Vandenberg

The veteran Mercedes-Benz group included
the O’Malleys’ ‘72 300SEL 4.5, which was
ably driven by both Hans and Greta. As
usual, Denise Dersin showed the guys how
it’s done, with a run of 42.990 and another
first place in the 16 valve group and Ladies
FTD. Bill Stewart ran a 43.376 run to take
MB Gentlemen’s FTD and edge Ted Joseph
into third place by a bit less than two-tenths
of a second.
In the six-cylinder class, Ben Weber took
out Jim Smith, who was driving his spouse’s
1995 E320. Bill Hopper slaughtered a few
cones still managing a respectable third
place. In the V8 class, John Heflin put on
an entertaining run to edge out Henry
Harrell. Steve Spector was back running
solo in the SLK group. Richie
Crim and Jim Glenn represented
the AMG group. Even on street
tires, Richie was able to move his
C55 around the course to beat
Jim, who was so smooth, his E55
seemed to be running in slow
motion. In “Other Marques”
the ladies were back out, with
Sarah Lewis driving her Mini
Cooper S to a first place finish.
Newcomer, Cheryl Schwarz cut
her times by roughly 20 seconds
as she got more experience -not bad for a stock Oldsmobile
Alero! In the men’s division, Pete
Gochman drove Mike Wirt’s
Porsche Cayman to a FTD
(and first place finish) with a
40.890 unindexed time. Mike
finished second with a 42.490
and Brad Blase was third in his
Porsche Boxster S. Brett Hack
consistently surprises everyone
by driving his underpowered,
virtually stock 1990 Miata to
top finishes! Howard Leiken
was at it again in his Corvette to
take fifth. New MBCA member
Juan Guzman continues to do
well and finished sixth in his
Honda S2000 with a nicely done Patrick Pereira’s adoring fans showing support for
- Photo by Bill Hopper
42.727. Wesley Wilk was out their favorite Acura NSX driver
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HPDE at New Jersey Motorsports Park

The Paddock at September’s New Jersey Motorsports Park HPDE

For the last track event of the year, it
would have been hard to find a better
way to spend the weekend than at a
track like New Jersey Motorsports
Park. A nice group of people, great
cars, top-notch instructors and a
really good track crew made the event
special. While the Saturday weather
was great, Sunday gave us rain.
Saturday begun as the grid tech team,
Jim Smith and Steve Spector, got
everyone through tech inspection in
plenty of time to attend the driver’s
meeting. Chief Instructor Tom
Newman got right to business in
the classroom where everyone got a
thorough briefing on track layout,
turns, track procedures, as well as the
meaning of the flags. Red, White,
Green, and Blue groups took their
turns out on the track, and by the
afternoon some of the students in
the white group were cleared to run
solo. As the day ended, lots of happy
chatter in the paddock indicated it was
a successful one for all who attended.
Many gathered that evening at the
NJMP’s Drivers Club for dinner in
the member’s dining room arranged
by NJMSP Charter member Greg

- Photo by Bill Hopper

Hopper, Jim Smith, Steve Spector,
GWS Treasurer Paul Vandenberg,
Laurie and Henry Harrell, Steve
Walters and Greg Calbro. A great
instructor team headed up by Chief
Instructor Tom Newman, with the
help of: Jim Smith, Bob Hammond,
Glenn Hoffing, Robert Isbitski,
Jim Lozoskie, David Miller, Gus
Mohammadi, Jim Potts, Sam Shiu,
Mike Sokalsky, and Glenn Wiesenthal,
to mention a few.
To see videos from this event and
other driving events this year, log on
to YouTube.com and search GWSMBCA. Look for videos with the
NJMSP tag line.
One shows a Mini Cooper spinning
out in front of John Heflin, another
features Jim Lozoskie instructing Bill
Hopper at this event. Enjoy them and
share them with your friends!

Calabro. During dinner, it started to
sprinkle, then throughout the night a
steady rain fell.
Sunday’s runs started with rain –
enough to saturate the ground and
create substantial rivers flowing across
the track. The track crew did their
best to deal with the runoff and keep
the track open, but there wasn’t
much to do. As is his practice,
Chief Instructor Tom Newman
put instructors back into all
student’s cars to make sure that
everyone had a chance to learn
the safe line for the wet and
slippery course. It didn’t take
long for many of the students to
be approved for solo, and before
long were back in the groove.
Precipitation tapered off and the
sun and a light breeze helped
to dry the track so that by the
second run in the afternoon it
was almost back to normal! Lap
times were getting back to what
they had been on Saturday.
Janet McFarland (front) and Laurie Harrell (rear)
between runs. Behind them is Instructor Jim
Much thanks to the volunteers relax
Potts and his CLK63 Black Series (in black, back
who made this event possible: turned) and Michael Waslyszyn in orange.			
Joe Wozney, GWS President Bill 				
- Photo by Bill Hopper

State of Maryland GWS License Tags

MB Club license tags with the section logo and the words “MercedesBenz Club” on them are available to all MBCA members and may
be placed on any vehicle,
not just a MercedesBenz. These plates are
not available through the
Maryland Motor Vehicle
Administration. They are
only available through the
club. Send the form to Ed
Hainke with two checks:
one payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10, and the second
payable to the MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then contact
you for the required MVA information. For more information
contact Ed, ehainke@starpower.net
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Greater Washington Section Tags for Maryland Residents
Name

Member #

Address
Phone (H)

(W)

Send this form and one check for $10 payable to GWS-MBCA
and one check for $25 payable to MVA to:
Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657
Winter 2009

Economical Protection
for Expensive Headlights

Most of us only think about the expense and hassle of replacing
headlights when we think about a front-end fender bender.
And, because that’s not the most pleasant thing to consider,
that means most of us don’t think about it at all.
It doesn’t take an accident to shatter a head lamp lens. All it
takes is one piece of gravel hurtling toward the front of your
car and smashing into a head lamp lens at over 100 mph.
Getting a headlight replaced (now a days you can’t just replace
the lens) can be an expensive and time-consuming exercise,
even for newer models. For vintage cars, if you can find the
part, it’s this, times two.
So what’s a concerned Mercedes-Benz owner to do? Leave the
car in the garage under a cover? Not bloody likely -- certainly
not for anyone reading this publication. Cars are meant to be
driven; if you’re going to drive your Mercedes-Benz, you need
to take preemptive steps to guard against headlight damage.
The best way to protect your headlights—and your car’s value-is a set of clear protective lens covers.
XPel Technologies has years of experience manufacturing a
wide selection of clear surface protectors. Not surprisingly,
their clear headlight protectors are among the best on the
market. These high-quality lens covers are custom-made to fit
a wide variety of new, late-model and classic Mercedes-Benz.
The flexible 30-mil material won't change the look of your
car or reduce lighting effectiveness, but it will withstand the
impact of a 120-mph gravel hit. As a side benefit, the UV-

Metro Tri-Star

resistant material also keeps headlight lenses from clouding
and yellowing—a big problem on certain vehicles.
Installation is relatively easy, but if you don’t trust your “doit-yourself ” ability, you should contact your Mercedes-Benz
dealer or your preferred mechanic. They can either handle
the work themselves or recommend a skilled installer in your
area.
If you choose to do it yourself, all it takes is care and a little bit
of patience. The manufacturer recommends wet installation
for larger headlights. This is a slightly more involved process
than dry installation (basically, you’re just sticking it onto the
lens), but it’s the way to go if your car has larger headlights.
You’ll need a spray bottle filled with a mixture of 25%
rubbing alcohol and 75% water, a hair dryer and the “hard
card” applicator that comes with the XPel kit. Follow the
instructions carefully and you’ll get a perfect fit that’s invisible
to onlookers but nearly impervious to damaging rocks and
debris. For smaller headlights and fog lights, dry installation
usually works just fine.
When it comes to preventing expensive headlight damage, a
set of XPel headlight protectors is a worthwhile investment—
especially with all the road construction that’s going on
(and on) around the DC region. XPel even guarantees their
headlight protectors for seven years, which is pretty impressive
statement of quality.
The kit comes with two protectors and complete detailed
instructions. To find out more, visit Silver Star Outfitters at
www.silverstaroutfitters.com.
- Jon Paulette, Silver Star Outfitters
			

11

Keystone Section’s Hershey Tour and Rally

A Hershey’s Kiss - Keystone Section Style
Chocolate and Mercedes-Benz... That was the theme of the The AACA collection spans a century of American motoring,
day when the Keystone Section held its Fall Mid-Atlantic showing vignettes of the decades and the iconic cars of the
Regional Rally in Hershey PA.
twentieth century making history come alive. From the 1895
Motor Benton Harbor to a 1977 Chrysler Cordoba
GWS-MBCA members joined together with members from Chicago
with
“fine
Corinthian leather” seats. Some of the cars that
a number of the Mid-Atlantic sections for a fun day of rally
stood out included the
and an interesting
1936 Ford Cabriolet
tour of the Antique
which served as Matt
Auto Museum. The
Damon’s car in the movie
rally gave everyone the
The Good Shepherd, the
opportunity to find
Lakeland bus used in the
out more about the
academy award winning
history of American
movie Forrest Gump and
chocolate, American
of course the Hershey’s
automobiles and to
Kiss Mobile.
enjoy some navigation
competition.
Once the rally and tour
were over, the day ended
Though the day was
with a cocktail reception
dreary with rain, it did
where MBCA members
not stop anyone from
recounted the day’s drive
enjoying this Midand what they saw, that
Atlantic regional event!
others may have missed,
Especially the goodie
then a banquet dinner
bag which contained
featuring
the
rally
plenty of chocolate,
awards,
as
well
as
some
Hershey’s chocolate.
very fine door prizes.
Keystone
Section’s
Mary and Larry Taylor
Congratulations
go
even handed out an
out to the GWS
extra, emergency bag,
members who brought
at the start of the rally.
home trophies; GWS
You were required to
President, Bill Hopper
share them if you and
and navigator David
your navigator got into
Feske in their ML320,
any arguments during
came in 2nd over all.
the rally, or, in some
Steve Specter and Deb
cases, just enjoy them
Shepherd as navigator
along the way.
driving a 300SL, brought
in the 3rd place trophy
The rally took MBCA
of the day.
members around and
through the town
MBCA’s Keystone and
of Hershey, into the
GWS are neighboring
famous
Chocolate
sections whose members
World,
by
local
share in the passion of
Photo: Mary and Larry Taylor (with umbrellas) start Steve Spector
landmarks, schools and Bottom
the marque. Look for
Deb Shepherd off on the Keystone Section’s Fall Rally. Top Photo: MBCA
the cemetery where and
future
events where
- Photo by Bill Hopper
the Hershey family is Members gathered to tour the AACA Museum. 		
the sections partner on
buried. This being a
events.
mileage rally, about 23
miles in total, it was filled with plenty of interesting questions,
and as always, some off-the-wall ones to break any ties. Like Looking for More Road Rallies?
“Who are the three candy figures at the top of the entrance to
Keep an eye out for several being planned for 2010 by the
Chocolate World and what candies do they represent?”
Washington Section. One on May15 to historic
And if the rally were not enough excitement for a fall day driving Greater
southern
Maryland is already on the schedule, (see page 7).
around the Pennsylvania Dutch Country, the private tour of the Other road
including one for StarFest® 2010, are in
Antique Auto Museum at Hershey brought back memories and the works. Ifrallies
you
would
like to help out, please let a GWStaught everyone about the automobile, offering a look at how MBCA Board member know.
automobiles have shaped American history over the last century.
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Reaching Out to Our Community

Trick or Treat Car Show Held
for Wounded Warriors

GWS Members at the Trick or Treat Car Show, Left to Right: Sunir Ghosal; JD Harriman; Bill Hopper; Paul Vandenberg; Laurie
Harrell; Henry Harrell; John Heflin; Thu Stubbs; Brian Armstead; Lou Palombella; Ray and Jonathan Lombardo. - Photo by Janet McFarland

Although it was overcast with scattered sprinkles of rain,
GWS members showed up in force to say thanks to our
wounded warriors with a Trick or Treat Car Show at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center. The show consisted of more
than 40 cars from a 1931 Ford Model A owned by War
World II veteran John Creeden to a pair of today’s hottest
Mercedes-Benzs, 2008 CLK63 AMG Black Series, owned by
Steve MacKellar and Bruce Kinsler. (See front cover.)
A number of GWS members brought their “other” cars,
including Jim Senft who displayed his mint condition 1981
DeLorean and Brian Armstead who showed a 2009 R8 5.2
FSI on loan from Audi of America. Bill Hopper showed a
prototype hydrogen fuel powered Chevrolet Equinox from
GM. Thanks to everyone who participated it was a great
display of cars.
Special appreciation goes out to everyone who brought
Halloween candy and auto magazines to be shared with our
wounded warriors. More than 150 Trick-or-Treat bags, with
special handmade thank you cards made by the District
of Columbia Children of the American Revolution were
handed out to the wounded warriors by the District of
Columbia Daughters of the American Revolution. More
than 600 car magazines donated to Mologne House at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
A special thanks to the Capital Area Cobra Club, the
Antique Automotive Club of America and the Daughters of
the American Revolution for joining GWS and coming out
in support and volunteering for this event.
Metro Tri-Star

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis
• Full Sheet Metal Fabrication

Modification and Reconstruction

• Top Quality Coach Refinishing Top to
Bottom, Inside and Out

• Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic Work
and Minor Mechanical Services

• Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980
Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.net
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THE CAR WHISPERER

Mercedes-Benz history is rich with style, luxury,
performance and prestige. Mercedes-Benz has built the
most technologically advanced automobiles of their time,
and they have been coveted by collectors and drivers
around the world for decades.
These ﬁne automobiles deserve only the best care
and service by a master technician who understands
Mercedes-Benz unlike any other. Mercedes-Benz of
Tysons Corner is proud to offer you the opportunity to
have access to such a source: Norbert Lamp.
Norbert Lamp started his career with Mercedes-Benz in
1960 in Germany working for Daimler-Benz AG. In the
factory-owned repair facility he was selected to work on
the 300SL Gullwing, 300SL Roadster and later, 230SL
and 250SL. He was also one of the ﬁrst mechanics ever
to work on the famous 600 limousine. During the next six
years, Norbert became not only proﬁcient in the repair
of these vehicles, but also logged more hours on these
historic and signiﬁcant vehicles than probably any other
specialist in the world today.
From 1966 to 1968 he worked for Mercedes-Benz
of Canada in Toronto as a Mercedes-Benz Contract
Technician. In the summer of 1968, on a sightseeing
trip to New York and Washington, D.C., he fell in love
with the United States and accepted a job at HBL in
Fairfax, Virginia. Since 1969, Norbert has been working
exclusively for Mercedes-Benz dealers in the Washington
area, pleasing thousands of clients in various positions

such as Technician, Quality Control Manager, Shop
Foreman and Assistant Service Manager. In addition to
his unique professional credentials, Norbert has been a
member of the Mercedes Benz Club of America since
1974 and has served as President/Vice President of the
Greater Washington Section from 1986-1994.
Norbert Lamp brings his legacy from Mercedes-Benz
Germany to you here in Tysons Corner today. As one
of the leading experts in the ﬁeld of Mercedes-Benz
mechanical restoration, he has assisted many MercedesBenz owners with the full mechanic restoration of their
vintage classic Mercedes-Benz automobiles. We can
say with conﬁdence that Norbert is the leading authority
in the Mid-Atlantic knowing not only the intricacies of your
vintage Mercedes-Benz but also having the resources
and knowledge to restore your vehicle to an almost new
condition.
Mercedes-Benz of Tysons Corner is proud of Norbert
Lamp’s life-long dedication to customer satisfaction
and his outstanding work product. Whether your goal
is to keep your classic Mercedes-Benz rolling for your
daily driving pleasure or to restore your car for your
collection, Norbert will work with you to develop a
comprehensive plan to fulﬁll your dream.
To schedule a consultation please call:
Scott Jennings 703-564-6035 or
Norbert Lamp at 703-380-3490

Mercedes-Benz of Tysons Corner

The Trading Post 			
CARS:
1992 500E Sedan Silver/cream
leather 147K, exceptional condition,
no rust/wrecks $15,000. plus.....
1993 400E Sedan Dark green/
cream leather, 184K, no wrecks,
no
rust,
$12,000.
plus......
1983 300CD Burgandy/palimino
leather 41K, exceptional condition
no rust, no wrecks $12,000. Darrell
Sigmon 828.328.4648.
1977 280SE Azure Blue w/tan
interior. 28K miles. All original.
Looks and runs terrific. Garage
kept. New belts, battery and tires.
Marcus Sandoval: 410.857.7963
mrdoval@comcast.net
1986 190E 2.3-16 Smoke Silver;
93K; EVO II wheels with new tires.
New windshield, dash, clutch,
timing chain, pads, rotors, and
more. very clean and fast. $14,000
Greg
Calabro:
347.723.6951
GCal842938@aol.com
1996 C280 Imperial red/parchment
leather, 119K, power seats,
Bose sound, keyless entry,
glass moonroof, all records, just
performed 120k service, new tires,
MB carpet & all-weather floormats,
books, excellent condition, $6,300
Seth 202.253.2913
ssturner4h@yahoo.com
1992 500E MB Hot Rod. Grey
metallic/hand-stitched Italian leather
Low Mileage. 19” Lorinser LM-5
Staggered
rims
w/Yokohama
sport
tires.
lowered
H&R
sport suspension with Koni
adjustable shocks, & Brembo
cross drilled rotors, exceptional,
always garaged. $23,500 Jim:
703.973.3370 drmspce@aol.com
1988 560SL Teal w/tan leather
interior. 85K, excellent condition,
well maintained, always garaged.
All maintenance records, shop
manuals and E-Z Top Hoist w/
cover for the hard top. $16,900.
John; 443.799.0907 		
jrrobinson59@hotmail.com
1986 500SEC Silver w/blue leather.
Euro version converted to U.S. DOT
& EPA Euro lights, bumpers, and
correct period AMG wheels. 72K,
Immaculate Dealer maintained,
Garaged/covered. $15,000 Brian;
202.822.0993 petersb@tatc.com

Metro Tri-Star

1990 420 SEL Black/Dove Gray
180K All records including window
sticker ($64k). Concours winner
2003 GWS picnic. Unmolested/
original. Nothing needed. Drives
wonderfully. Dry storage last
few years but exercised weekly.
$8500 OBO William; 202.345.5547
canfieldwilliam@gmail.com
1973 280C Forest green w/beige
interior. 108K, Good condition, New
carb, new SS exhaust system, new
tires, rebuilt gas tank, drive shaft
and rear axle assemblies. Rebuilt
Becker Europa. Garaged. Runs
strong. A good reliable weekender
$15,000. Steve; 301.229.8445,
smeima@aol.com
1983 300D blue, 250+K, 2nd
owner, needs work. $1,500
Gary; 301.855.5408		
jameson50@comcast.net
1984 380L Antique ivory, 93K,
recent new, convertible top,
exhaust, tires. Complete tune-up.
Everything works. All original MB.
$12,500. JD; 410.461.2334 or
jdharriman@msn.com

TIRES, WHEELS & PARTS:
W113 Parts: OEM top handles with
pouch $350; trunk mat, headlight
surrounds, front bumper guard,
and other parts, best offer. Jon
240.686.1628 jonlen1@comcast.
net
Nokian Hakkapelitta snow tires
(4) 185/65R15 Mounted on 6 1/2J
x 15H2 steel rims to fit 1993 190E.
6-hole wheel covers included.
Lightly used/two seasons. Excellent
tread. $250, Doug: 703.622.0626
doug@macherey.com
Internal Bike Rack for ML Carry
two bikes inside your M-Class.
New. $100, Stephen 540.933.6210
srh@loftpress.com
W123 Palomino Front Seats good
condition With head rests and arm
rest. No cuts, cracks or abrasions.
A few adjustment levers/handles
missing plastic grab loops. $350.
Harold; devnull2@earthlink.net
15x7 alloy wheel (1) from ‘98
W202 (eight-hole design) original
factory spare, original eleven-yearold 205/60-15 Goodyear. Wheel
factory perfect $225 OBO Scott
Singer; 410.499.8495
clkgtrss@hotmail.com

For Up-To-Date Listings: www.GWS-MBCA.org
AMG wheels 18” double spoke
‘03 S55 (5) staggered rims with
tires mounted. Rims have minor
scratches. Plus.......		
AMG wheels multispoke ‘03 SL55
Staggered, with worn tires-rims are
in good condition. Best Offer Steve;
443.956.5522 Igrd@igrd.com
Parts & Literature, 1963-1971
Pagoda SL’s: Leftover from a
restoration of several W113SL’s,
soft/hardtop, trim, driveshaft,
Grill, bumper, literature. Walter:
866.793.6943, waltklatt@yahoo.com
SLK Rims 1998-2001 Four new
in the box factory wheels. Two
front wheels (#66471481) 7x16
and two rear wheels(#66471482)
8x16. $600. Steve:301.606.0687
srsswf@wildblue.net.

Tires/Rims/Wagon Rf Trim: Four
(two in great shape) 225/50/14
Toyo Proxes with 14” bundt style
rims - $175 Tires/Rims - Two used
205/60/14 Yokohama Racing tires
with 14” bundt style rims -$75
Wagon - two hard to find cross
members from 1985TDT roof
rack. Excellent Condition $125
Ben@mastermediagroup.com

Wanted:
4 old wheels (tires optional) to
support parts car. Rusty is fine,
must hold air. Ideal would be
neglected eyesores, clutter. Any
number up to four. Will pick up.
Dennis; 301.622.0480
deniod@verizon.net
Manual - Model 210 Star Classic
Service Manual DVD, years
1996-2003, MB part# P-2700210-05James;
410.877.7112
jcondax@comcast.net

Trading Post Advertising Information
GWS members may place a free advertisement in the Metro Tri-Star
and on the Section’s website. To place an ad, go to www.gws-mbca.org/
tradingpost.html and click on Request an Ad. Print Ads are limited to 50
words. Ads will appear in the next Metro Tri-Star and on the web unless
otherwise noted. If you are a non-GWS member or have a question contact
Janet McFarland at janetmcfarland@earthlink.net or call 703.765.9405.
The editor has sole discretion in determining ad acceptability and length.

EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices on
replacement parts for your Mercedes, BMW and
other vehicles. Both comercial and individual
customers are welcome.
Saturday — walk in - UPS delivery weekdays
By appointment during the week

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia
703-425-5380

emhorvath@verizon.net
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Greater Washington Section, Annual Meeting Report
GWS-MBCA Annual Meeting Minutes
Sunday, 18 October, 2009 - Arlington Service Center, Arlington VA

OFFICERS Present

Bill Hopper – President
John Heflin – Vice President
Paul Vandenberg – Treasurer
Marianne Lumsden – Secretary
Bill Hopper, GWS-MBCA President, called the business portion
of the meeting to order at 1:15 pm. All the Section’s officers were
in attendance along with 28 section members. Bill welcomed
everyone and gave an overview of recent GWS-MBCA events.

GWS Annual Financial Report
GWS-MBCA bylaws require the Treasurer to prepare an end-offiscal-year financial report. At least two club members must audit
this report, and the audited report must be published in the Metro
Tri-Star. Any member with questions on the financial report or
section finances in general has the right to contact the Treasurer
and request an appointment to review the financial records.
GWS-MBCA Income and Expenses
(January 1, 2008 – December 31, 2008)

Income

Expenses

Photo by Bill Hopper

GWS-MBCA Treasurer Paul Vandenberg, reviewed the Section’s
annual financial report for January 1, 2008 - December 31, 2008
and provided an overview of the current financial health of the
section. Paul noted the section suffered a net income loss this year
(2009) largely due to the drop in attendance at driving events
compared to previous years.
Bill then discussed some of the upcoming events for 2010 such as
the January holiday party and a potential spring drive and dine rally
in Calvert County. Bill also mentioned that he has been reaching
out to other surrounding sections such as Keystone and Central
Virginia to do joint events, such as the March ‘09 Eastern Region
Social and Oct ‘09 Hershey Rally. Bill asked the membership for
their suggestions. Several were offered including the possibility
of doing an Oktoberfest car show in Middleburg VA with other
German car clubs and interest in a tech session at Convenience Car
Care in Manassas VA.
Bill reminded members that the section is a 100% volunteer driven
organization and that the section is always looking for volunteers to
assist in putting events together.
Membership co-chairs Henry and Laurie Harrell, presented
Klaus Hirtes his 30 year pin, Donald Fatzie his 25 year pin,
and Christopher Veillette his 15 year pin. Bill Hopper thanked
American Service Center of Arlington VA for graciously providing
refreshments and gifts for all the attendees.
The business portion of the meeting concluded at 2 pm and
members socialized and looked at the fine selection of new and preowned Mercedes-Benz automobiles at American Service Center
before departing.
- Marianne Lumsden GWS Secretary
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$31,317.11 1
$14,641.00
$11,155.00
$2,155.00
$1,599.90
$110.00
		
$60,978.01

Events
National Rebates
Newsletter Advertising
GWS Store
Dividends and Interest
Maryland Auto Tags
		
		
Events
Newsletter
GWS Store
Contributions
Equipment Purchases
Operating Expenses
		
		
Realized Loss
Net Income (Loss)

$65,986.32 2
$18,760.94
$4,029.27
$750.00
$0.00
$11,307.97
		
$100,834.50
$0.00
($39,856.49)

Balance Sheet
(As of December 31, 2008)

Assets
Bank Accounts
$2,193.30
CDs
$25,000.00
Investments
$7,656.00
Assets (Fixed & Store Inventory) $15,334.29
		
		
Total Assets
$45,558.45

Liabilities
Liabilities
Net Worth

$0.00
$45,558.45

On October 13, 2009, two GWS members reviewed the section’s
FY2008 financial records. Their report stated that the section’s
financial records for FY2008 accurately reflect income and expense
activity and assets.
1. A small amount of 2008 event income was received and booked in 2009.
2. This amount includes $12,842.50 in facility deposits for 2009 events

Winter 2009

GWS-MBCA
Membership Awards
At various events throughout the year, GWS members get
a chance to celebrate their MBCA membership. One way
is the honor of receiving a membership pin. GWS-MBCA
members are eligible to receive a pin at 5-year intervals of their
membership. Pins are awarded by the section at such events
as the Holiday Party, Eastern Region’s Picnic and MercedesBenz Concours and the GWS-MBCA Annual Meeting.
Another honor is the Member of the Year Award, which is
handed out to the GWS-MBCA member who has shown his/
her commitment as a member to better the MBCA membership
experience for all members. Each year it is handed out to a
member, or a husband-and-wife team, as it was when Laurie
and Henry Harrell won the award for 2008.
For 2009 this award will be given to a member who embodies
that MBCA spirit, a member who attends and participates
and volunteers in section and club events, a member who
helps others, and in doing so enjoys membership all the more.
So for 2009 the Award goes to........ You will have to attend
the 2010 Holiday Party on Saturday, January 23 to find out!

Henry and Laurie Harrell, GWS Membership Chairs award
membership pins at the GWS-MBCA Annual Meeting. Left to Right:
Henry Harrell, Christopher Veillette (15 years), Laurie Harrell, Klaus
Hirtes (30 year), Donald Fatzie (25 years).		
- photo by Bill Hopper

MBCA’s Fall 2009
National Board Meeting

On November 7, leaders of MBCA held
the Annual Member’s and Board Meeting
in Chesterfield MO. The major topic was
the adoption of the MBCA Marketing
and Branding Report authorized at
the Spring ‘09 meeting. This report
was designed to identify and focus on,
MBCA’s declining membership, as well
as to bring the club into the twenty-first
century. Part of this will be hiring staff at
the National Business Office to market
and promote the club. The report also
identified a number of changes, including
a new look to the club’s website and
standardization of its printed material.
MBCA leaders unanimously approved
this, knowing that the club needs help
Metro Tri-Star

Photo by Bill Hopper

MBCA Welcomes a New
Executive Director

In August, MBCA hired Doug Truitt to replace David
Cummings as MBCA’s Executive Director. Doug comes to us
from a career in the banking industry working for a variety
of financial institutions in the Colorado Springs area. Doug
attended the University of Colorado at Boulder where he
received a BA in Economics. His graduate studies in banking
and commercial real estate were at both the University of
Colorado and the Ohio State University.
Doug is now working hard to bring the club into step with the
recently approved MBCA Marketing and Branding Program,
demonstrating his positive, can-do attitude. An avid sportsman
and outdoors man, Doug is finding his inner car guy through
the club. We look forward to his participation in MBCA
events such as StarFest® 2010 this coming September.
To contact Doug Truitt; doug@mbca.org as well as on the
club’s toll free number 800.637.2360
Welcome to the club Doug! The Greater Washington Section
looks forward to working with you!

to become more connected to today’s
Mercedes-Benz buyers, and younger
enthusiasts.
A motion was made to reduce the size of
the MBCA Board from 19 members to
9. The club has a declining membership,
and other similar clubs work with half
as many board members. This motion
did not pass. GWS supported such a
reduction.
A motion was made to put term limits
of three two-year terms on all MBCA
National Board positions as of end
of 2011. This motion was passed to
demonstrate to sections that board
members and officers should not be
members for life. GWS established
term limits a number of years ago, and
supported this motion.

New MBCA officers were elected from
the standing Directors at Large; Roger
Van Ness, Gateway Section, MBCA
President; Steve Dirks, Pikes Peak
Section remained as Vice President;
Laura Simonds, San Francisco Bay
Section, Treasurer and new DAL, Jim
Luikens, Western Michigan Section,
now serves as Secretary.
The 2010 budget was approved for the
club with funding provisions made for
StarFest® 2010 to be held by the Greater
Washington Section.
MBCA National Board Meetings are
open to all members. The Spring 2010
meeting will take place on-line using
web-based technology in May 2010.
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Greater Washington Section - GWS-MBCA - Leadership - 2009
GWS-MBCA Board of Directors
President
.Bill Hopper................................................... 202.363.4189
. 5455 Broad Branch Rd, NW, Washington, DC 20015
.w whrestoration@att.net
Vice President
.John Heflin................................................... 301.693.4930
.5805 Bells Ln, Frederick, MD 21704-6819
johnhef@comcast.net
Secretary
.Marianne Lumsden....................................... 571.225.0169
.1101 Walker Dr, Fredericksburg, VA 22401-2625
msener39@hotmail.com
Treasurer
.Paul Vandenberg........................................... 703.478.2158
.11154 Saffold Way, Reston, VA 20190-3823
pdjv@pdjv.net
.

MBCA Eastern Regional Director
Greg Magnus............................................804.915.7379		..
greg@aimcustom.com

Board Members–Appointed
. ay Lombardo..........................................301.388.0141		..
R
raymondalombardo@yahoo.com
. Richie Crim..............................................304.856.3682		..
richiecrim@gmail.com
Board Members–Committee Chairs
Driving Events
. Joe Wozney...............................................703.437.7866
. joewozney@aol.com
. Mike Wirt.................................................410.635.2214		
mwirt@phillipsfoods.com
Membership
.Henry & Laurie Harrell............................301.890.1380		
h_harrell@mac.com
Social
.Jim Glenn.................................................703.360.1669		
jamesglenn41@gmail.com

State of Maryland License Plate Program
.Ed Hainke................................................410.326.2888
ehainke@gmail.com
Technical Committee
. Warren Bain ............................................ 703.906.9658		
. wb740t@yahoo.com
. Stephen Spector........................................540.837.2708
srsswf@wildblue.net
Technical Advisors
. Rick Ellinger, RC Imports....................... 301.762.4205
. rick@rc-imports.com

SAVE Money at the MBCA Club Store
With every email and address update received at the
National Business Office (NBO) - either by website, phone,
email or snail mail the NBO will send a 10 % Off Coupon
for one item in the MBCA Club Store. One coupon per
member will be sent electronically (must include a valid
email address). Please send these updates to Geni at:
geni@mbca.org

Welcome to our Newest Advertiser:
Silver Star Outfitters

Ad Hoc Committees
Concours
. Ray Lombardo..........................................301.388.0141		
raymondalombardo@yahoo.com
Communications Chair....................... Volunteers Needed
Newsletter Editor............................ Volunteers Needed
Newsletter Advertising Manager
Janet McFarland..................................703.765.9405		
janetmcfarland@earthlink.net
Database/Online Newsletter
Henry Harrell..........................................301.890.1380;
h_harrell@mac.com
Webmasters
Dave Thompson.......................................703.406.1586
. jdt@@ashtonlabs.com
.Paul Vandenberg............................................703.478.2158		
pdjv@pdjv.net
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www.euromotorcars.com

Metro Tri-Star

19

Metro Tri-Star

PR SRT STD

1307 Warrington Place

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Alexandria, VA 22307

ALEXANDRIA, VA
PERMIT # 484

The Metro Tri-Star is published by the Greater Washington Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. It is furnished to each
of the section members. Please send all material for publication to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Washington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307
or JanetMcFarland@earthlink.net. For display advertising, contact Janet McFarland at 703-765-9405. Explicit permission to copy or
republish any article is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. Articles in the Metro Tri-Star are the opinions of
the writers and no authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any expressed opinion.

MBCA Eastern Region Member’s Cars at New Jersey Motor Sports Park

Photo by Bill Hopper
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