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FINAL REMINDER:
Tri-O-Rama will take
place Sept. 14-18 at
Summit Point in West
Virginia. If you have not
already registered, please
contact Joe Wozney at
(703) 437-7866,
or e-mail:
JoeWozney@aol.com.

These are some beautiful examples of older SLs that were shown at the GWS
Mid-Atlantic Picnic and Concours d’Elegance.

GWS Annual Picnic = Cars, Food and Fun
teve and Barbara Newby again graDeborah and Klaus Hirtes managed the
ciously offered their beautiful “back- food area, this year without their long-time
yard” in North Potomac for our annual teammates, Tom and Mary Kestel, who were
picnic on Aug. 19, and nearly 150 members not able to attend. The Greater Washington
enjoyed the warm Sunday among good Section wishes Tom a full and speedy recovfriends and great Mercedes-Benz automo- ery from his recent health complications.
biles.
The Hirtes had a lucky hand in picking their
Although there was some light rain in the apprentices: Susan Gogos, one of our new
early morning hours, it had ended by
autocrossers, and Gernold Nisius,
the time the volunteers started setting
owner of SL-Tech in Auburn, Maine
More
up, and the ground had dried up by the
(who rode down from Maine on his
photos
time the cars arrived to take their appear on motorcycle to join us for the event).
places in the concours and display
Our members really enjoyed those
page 13
classes.
great Bratwurst and the German-style
Jim Glenn and Angie Bracht did a
rolls. The rolls came from the
great job running the registration table, a job Heidelberg Bakery in Arlington, which also
made probably a lot easier and enjoyable by made the very tasty cakes that were decoratits close proximity to the bar, which was in ed with the GWS logo and Steve Newby’s
Bill Lofquist’s excellent hands. Our regional 300SL. The Bratwurst were from Egon
director, Greg Magnus, also lent a hand dur- Binkert in Baltimore.
ing the big rush. The attendees proved their
Henry and Laurie Harrell, together with
good taste by drinking us dry of some of our Bill Hopper, were managing the club store
German beer!
and silent auction. They filled in for Joe and
Bobbie Wozney (who missed their first picnic since the days when my car was still considered new) to tend to Joe’s father in New
Jersey.
One new activity we had at the event was
a moonbounce for the kids, which turned out
to be a great success. Katie Wagner ensured
that the youngsters had a safe and enjoyable
time in there. Ray Lombardo and I teamed
up to organize the concours, and Ray’s wife,
Mary, slogged with us through the tedious
task of adding up the scores before we could
announce the winners.
The concours d’élegance had a good mix
of older and newer cars and of experienced
Frank Spellman (left) receives the Hank Harris concours experts and relative newcomers.
Award from GWS President Bill Hopper (cen- Some of the more remarkable cars were two

S

ter) and VP Eric Wagner

Continued on page 15
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Greater Washington Section Events 2007
Sept. 9

Autocross #6
Winchester, Va.

Sept. 14-18 Tri-O-Rama
Summit Point, W.Va.
Contact Joe Wozney
(703) 437-7866
Oct. 7

Autocross #7
Winchester, Va.

Oct. 13

Tour of Automotive Metal
Performance, Williamsport,
Md. (see p. 5)

Oct. 21

GWS Annual Meeting
American Service Center
Arlington, Va.

Nov. 4

Autocross #8
Winchester, Va.

Dec. 2

New Members’ Reception

There are many more events planned and
more exact dates and times to be
announced. Be sure to check the Web site
(www.gws-mbca.org) for more information
along with the latest updates and additions.

Regional, National and Other Events
Sept. 29

6th Annual Classics at Lee
Hall, Newport News, Va.
(Open to all makes, models
and years.) Check out the
Web site at www.leehall.org

Contact: Colin Romanick at
(757) 247-8523, or e-mail
aromanick@nngov.com
Oct. 13

Photo Rallye & Octoberfest
Dinner Party in Fredericksburg, Va. with the Central
Virginia Section. Check out
the Web site at www.mbca.
org/cva. Contact: Richard
Schwartz at richtraveler@
earthlink.com

Oct. 21

Northern New Jersey
Section’s Fall Drive. Come
and enjoy the fall countryside of Hunterdon and Bucks
Counties. We will cross the
Delaware where George
Washington crossed. He had
to stand in the boat, we’ll sit
in our cars. We’ll drive
through 7 covered bridges-some built in the early
1800s. Check out the Web
site at www.mbca.org/northern_new_jersey/NNJMBCA.
html. Contact Julie Levine at
(973) 731-5524, or e-mail
jhlstyle@aol.com.

Oct. 26-28 Desert Stars (Arizona)
Section’s 42nd annual rallye
classic. See page 16 for more
information.

2007 MBCA National Election
An election for Regional Directors (RDs) and Directors at Large (DALs) will be
taking place in the next couple months. Election material and a ballot will be included in the September/October 2007 issue of The Star magazine. Your participation in
our election process is important. Ballots must be received by October 15, 2007 to
be counted.

Moving? New Address?
If you are moving or have a new address, don’t contact the Metro Tri-Star. Send
your changes to: MBCA, 1907 Lelaray Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80909; or call
the office at 1-800-637-2360.

Genuine Mercedes-Benz Parts
The Mercedes-Benz Classic Center USA ensures nationwide supply of replacement parts for Mercedes-Benz vintage cars. Thanks to a highly developed logistics
network involving six U.S. warehouses, most vintage Mercedes-Benz car parts are
available. In addition, using the Classic Center’s archived data, we are continuously
increasing the availability of genuine Mercedes-Benz spare parts. All replacement
parts are subject to the same quality standards that every Mercedes-Benz spare part
must meet, and are backed by the same spare part warranty from the factory (12
months, unlimited mileage). Parts can be ordered and supplied through any authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer. Contact the Classic Center specialists by phone between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday at the toll-free number 1866-MBCLASSIC (622-5277).
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From the
President

Bill Hopper
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Just When You Think You Understand Something...
ust when you think you understand something, you learn something new. One of the
reasons I joined this car club (and others in
the past) is to learn more about something. I
enjoy cars. With that goes automotive repair
and all the other little things. And attending a
Do-It-Yourself session with the Greater
Washington Section always offers that learning
opportunity because I usually find out something new and interesting about cars or the
parts that make them up. This time I learned a
hard and expensive lesson.
Last year I was on the first leg of a weeklong trip to New England. I pulled into a rest
area on the Jersey Turnpike for a break, and
when I came out found my tire was almost flat.
It was not flat when I pulled in, but in the short
time I had been in the rest stop, it had leaked a
good amount of air. I went to the service station
there, and they said there was a nail in it, and
they offered to plug it so I could be on my way.
Not knowing the kind of plug they put in was
mistake number one.
Fast forward to this winter: The same tire
was losing air again. It turned out the plug was
leaking. Since the weather was not the best, I
did not want to take the tire off and have it
repaired, so I got a bottle of Slime (since it said
it was for auto tires) and used it. It fixed the
leak. Not knowing more about Slime was mistake number two.
Then this summer, the tires needed balancing. Since GWS was doing a tech session at
Curry’s Auto Service in Reston, I figured it was
a great time to ask Andrew Gunn, longtime
club member and Curry’s store manager, to
show me how to balance tires. The first tire
was out of round because it had been out of
balance for too long. Putting off balancing my
tires more than my normal 6 to 7 thousand mile
intervals was mistake number three.
Here is where I learned about mistake number one. Andrew makes a good dad, because he
gave me a stern lecture, in an educating way,
about the how a tire repaired with a plug can do
damage to the tire, and how corrosive Slime is,
eating away at the rubber from inside the tire,
and if left in too long can do damage to the rim.
Here is where he got me: He said that if I
were getting my ML inspected in West
Virginia, it would have failed due to the
improper tire repair. With that, he brought out
the two types of tire repairs. There is the rubber
stick that I had in my tire and a patch plug that
goes in from the inside that is acceptable. And
then he showed the group how a correct repair
is done. The plug repair can actually cut the
cords within the tire, which can then damage
the tire even further, while the patch is just that,

J

Above is the correct patch plug to use on a tire;
below is the incorrect plug.

a patch that patches and fills in the hole.
OK, here is where it gets expensive. Due to
the bad plug, my tire was toast—so all my tires
had to be replaced. It turns out that with a full
time all-wheel drive like on the ML, you cannot just replace one tire since that tire’s diameter would be different from the other three and
would cause damage to the transmission and
differential. “Ka-chunk, Ka-chunk!” So getting a quick tire repair and a bottle of Slime
cost me a set of new tires for the ML, but it
could have been worse!
To look at the good side, while the ML was
on the lift, we found that one of the idler arms
was bad, which resulted in a wobble in one
front tire. A smaller “ka-chunk!” On the other
hand, had I not attended this GWS DIY session, I could have had a much worse outcome
than having to buy a new set of tires and a tie
rod. I learned how important little types of
repairs can be.
Attending a GWS tech session is a great
way to learn about your car, even if you don’t
do any work on it. Just looking at it with a technician can help you understand more about
what make your Mercedes-Benz do what is
does day in and day out.
Thanks to Andrew Gunn and his staff at
Curry’s in Great Falls/Reston for hosting the
July session, and for the discounts they give
MBCA members on their services.
September/October 2007

Upcoming Event

Tour of AMP

Driving Directions

Saturday, October 13
11028 Kemps Mill Rd., Williamsport, Md.
Meet at 10:00 a.m.
Fee: $10 (make check payable to GMW-MBCA)
arque enthusiasts and those who like to see beautiful
cars being reborn should join us on Saturday, Oct. 13
for a tour of the facilities at Automotive Metal
Performance (AMP) in Williamsport, Md.
Plan to arrive there at 10 a.m. for a two-hour tour of the
restoration shop. AMP is one of our advertisers (see page 14),
whose company name has been synonymous with high quality
and integrity in coach building since 1980.
After our tour of Andy Paza’s restoration facilities, we will
enjoy German fare in nearby Hagerstown, Md. at Schmankerl
Stube. (Lunches are $9.)
So bring your interest in automotive restoration as well as a
healthy appetite.
Since this is also a driving tour of the area, several different
sets of driving directions follow, depending on the weather or
your desire to see the local surroundings.
Time is getting short to register for this event, so if you
have any questions, contact our social chairman, Jim Glenn,
at (703) 360-1669, or e-mail him at jrglenn@erols.com and let
him know you’re coming. Additionally, registration forms are
on the Web site (www.gws-mbca.org).

Most Direct Route: Take I-495N to I -270N 31.1 miles to I70; take I-70 29.3 miles toward Hagarstown; take the MD63S exit 24 toward Williamsport .2 miles; turn left onto
MD-63S/Williamsport Pike/Greencastle Pike .9 miles; turn
right onto Kemps Mill Rd for .1 miles; end at 11028 Kemps
Mill Rd.
Short Scenic Route: Take 270N to exit 32, I-70W; take I70W .2 miles to Alt US40 (exit 49 on right); go 12.7 miles
on Alt US 40, then make left on MD 68 (Lappans Rd); take
MD 68 11.5 miles to 11N; turn right on 11N to next light (.1
mile); make left on MD 63N and go 1 mile to Kemps Mill
Rd ; turn left at first drive and proceed to barn at bottom of
hill—11028 Kemps Mill Rd.
Long Scenic Route: Take VA 7W to US 15N toward
Frederick, MD; merge onto US15 BYP N/Leesburg BYP
for 2.2 miles; US 15 BYP N/Leesburg BYP becomes US
15N crossing into Maryland; go 15.2 miles further miles on
US 15N; turn left onto Mountville Rd and go 2 miles; turn
right onto Lander Rd for .2 miles; turn left onto Jefferson
Pike/MD100 for .3 miles; turn right onto Old Middletown
Rd for 5.2 miles; turn slight right onto S Church St/MD17
for 3.5 miles; turn right onto onto Harmony Rd for .9 miles;
turn left onto US40W/Baltimore National Pike for 19.4
miles; turn left onto MD 63 S/Williamsport Pike/
Greencastle Pike for 2.5 miles; turn right onto Kemps Mill
Rd for .1 mile; end at 11028 Kemps Mill Rd.

M

Successful DIY Held
at Curry’s July 21
ore than a dozen GWS members turned out for a DIY session July 21 at Curry’s Auto
Service in Great Falls/Reston, Va.
After fortification with coffee and
doughnuts, provided by Curry’s, the doit-yourselfers got down to business. Five
lifts were available to the group to assist
them in making minor repairs and changing their cars’ fluids. If needed, Curry’s
knowledgeable and friendly technicians
were there to help.
Andrew Gunn, the store manager,

Photos by
Bill Hopper

M

gave an interesting talk about the proper
way to balance tires, and the group was
then treated to a barbecue lunch, complete with hamburgers, hot dogs and
potato salad.
Many thanks go out to Dave
Thompson for arranging this
event for the club as well as to
all the staff at Curry’s for their
hospitality.
GWS members like Henry Harrell
(left) get an opportunity to work
on their cars. Henry changed the
oil and filter on his 560SEL and
put spacers on the front wheels.

Metro Tri-Star
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pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney

Autocross #4
t seems like we’ll be holding our
events only on really warm days…
Okay, pretty hot days. However, the
temperature made no difference to the
forty plus folks who came to play at
Autocross #4 on July 8.
Continuing her winning ways,
Deborah Hirtes won the Women’s
Classic Class over Greta O’Malley and
continued her domination of the 2007
Ladies Fastest Mercedes Time of Day Paul D. Vandenberg enjoyed the July autocross course in his 190E 2.6.
with three in a row.
Klaus Hirtes had a relatively easy win
his “new” 2004 Porsche Boxster S) was fourth.
in the Men’s Classics. Hans O’Malley was secScott Knott was new to our event, as was his
ond, and Eric Wagner peddled his way to third. 2005 Lotus Elise. Scott and the car were extremeDave Thompson, in Hans’ car, was fourth.
ly fast and produced a great 44.6-second run for
Jim Glenn (AMG) and Bill Stewart (190E- fifth place. Bill Lear was sixth in his DSP Acura,
16V) were unopposed in their respective classes. and Mike Wirt was seventh in his AS Porsche
Bill took the Men’s Fastest Mercedes Time of Cayman.
Day—his third consecutive FTD this year.
Bill Hopper got his first class (190/C-Class)
win of the year, eking out a half-second victory
Autocross #5
over Andrew Thompson. Andrew will be a big
lright… Enough is enough. Talk about the
threat in this class with a bit more experience.
dog days of summer! This is Winchester,
Paul T. Vandenberg was a bit more than a second
Virginia, for crying out loud not the latter
back in third with his dad another click plus back stages of the Paris to Dakar rally. When it’s 95 in
in fourth.
the shade, it’s hot! Sure, there was a slight breeze,
Henry Harrell is improving rapidly and had an but that was the only saving grace (although, it
admirable 52-second run in the V8 Class. Of was still better than rain and cold). Maybe we’ll
course, this was at the expense of his wife, Laurie, get some relief in September.
who was relegated to second. Julian Reeves was
Let’s start with the non-Mercedes men… Pete
third in his SL500—the last run for this car as Gochman (Honda S2000) made it three wins and
Julian is in the market for a new “baby.”
three FTDs out of four events (he missed one
In the non-Mercedes Ladies Class, Sharon event) with a blistering 53.3 second run. Fast and
Payne took her first First Place of the year with a smooth is unbeatable.
tenth of a second win over Susan Gogos. Both are
John Brubaker (VW R32) was second and
driving very well—and considering that it’s only half-a-tick back on indexed time. John has a
Susan’s first year, she’s flying for a newbie. first and three second place finishes so far this
Barrie Gochman was third in the Miata and was year. Although Bill Lear was a second quicker in
easily Ladies FTD.
raw time, his index relegated him to third. Bill
Pete Gochman in his Honda S2000 took the absolutely manhandles his Acura (which sounds
Men’s FTD and first in the non-Mercedes Class like a really ticked-off hornet on steroids).
with a fantastic 42.8-second run. John Brubaker
Brett Hack was fourth in his Street Touring
(VW R32) was second with an index time just Miata—the new racing stripes must have helped.
three-tenths back from first. John Jens (VW GTI) He probably would have been faster if the stripes
was third—a second back—and Ted Joseph (in were painted on! Richie Crim had his best finish
of the year for fifth and might finally
have all that GTO horsepower under
control.
A surprise for sixth! A former diesel
driver (and currently the leader in the
men’s Classic Mercedes Class) drove
his not-quite-stock BMW M3 to a very
Continued on page 9
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Julian Reeves brought out his
new RL500 to play with at the
August autocross.
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Photos by Deborah Hirtes

Autocrosses #4 and #5

Results: Autocross #4 (July 8)
MERCEDES-BENZ
DRIVER

YR/MODEL

Hirtes, Deborah*
O'Malley, Greta

67 230SL
65 220SEb

51.319
55.873

10
9

Hirtes, Klaus
O'Malley, Hans
Wagner, Eric
Thompson, Dave

67 230SL
65 220SEb
82 200
65 220SEb

49.023
51.321
54.117
58.030

10
9
8
7

Stewart, Bill**

86 190E 2.3-16

46.360

10

Hopper, Bill
Thompson, Andrew
Vandenberg, Paul T.
Vandenberg, Paul D.

97 C280
97 C280
90 190E 2.6
90 190E 2.6

50.357
50.853
52.102
53.802

10
9
8
7

Harrell, Henry
Harrell, Laurie
Reeves, Julian

93 400E
93 400E
03 SL500

52.061
57.724
64.150

10
9
8

Glenn, Jim

03 E55 AMG

49.990

10

OTHER MARQUES
DRIVER

Rough Layout of 7/8/07 Autocross Course
(not to scale)

BEST TIME POINTS

YR/MODEL

*
**
***
****

Ladies Fastest Time of Day in a Mercedes
Men’s Fastest Time of Day in a Mercedes
Ladies Fastest Time of Day
Fastest Time of Day

BEST
TIME

CLASS

INDEX

INDEX
TIME

POINTS

Payne, Sharon
Gogos, Susan
Gochman, Barrie***
Wozney, Bobbie

99 Saab Viggen
03 BMW 330xi
99 Mazda Miata
85 Porsche 911

51.028
51.085
49.048
53.270

GSL
DSL
CSP
BSL

0.803
0.805
0.845
0.828

40.975
41.072
41.446
44.108

10
9
8
7

Gochman, Pete****
Brubaker, John
Jens, John
Joseph, Ted
Knott, Scott
Lear, Bill
Wirt, Mike
Wall, Rick
Robinson, Bob
Fleming, Tim
Lofton, Matthew
Kallam, Michael
Hack, Brett
Zint, Matthew
Hoover, Ryan
Mitchell, Steve
Wozney, Joe
Crim, Richie
Furneisen, Russell
Hynes, Michael
Crosby. Peter
Hoover, Jeremy
Sehgal, Aksh

05 Honda S2000
06 VW R32
06 VW GTI
04 Porsche Boxster S
05 Lotus Elise
92 Acura Integra
07 Porsche Cayman
02 Subaru WRX
03 Corvette Z06
05 Chrysler Crossfire
04 Audi TT
06 Dodge Charger
90 Mazda Miata
00 Audi S4
97 BMW M3
00 Porsche Boxster
85 Porsche 911
04 Pontiac GTO
97 VW Jetta GT
02 BMW 330Ci
05 Saleen Mustang
86 VW Jetta GL
91 Mazda Miata

42.832
45.041
46.403
45.022
44.678
45.673
45.580
47.570
45.304
48.359
48.623
47.824
49.031
48.332
49.327
48.436
49.510
50.596
50.034
51.944
50.413
50.403
52.026

AS
DS
GS
AS
SS
DSP
AS
DS
SS
DS
DS
STU
STS2
STU
STU
AS
BS
FS
STU
DS
BSP
SM
SM2

0.838
0.804
0.803
0.838
0.848
0.836
0.838
0.804
0.848
0.804
0.804
0.821
0.806
0.821
0.821
0.838
0.828
0.809
0.821
0.804
0.853
0.856
0.862

35.893
36.213
37.262
37.728
37.887
38.183
38.196
38.246
38.418
38.881
39.093
39.264
39.519
39.681
40.497
40.589
40.994
41.013
41.078
41.763
43.002
43.145
44.846

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Results: Autocross #5 (August 12)
MERCEDES-BENZ
DRIVER

YR/MODEL

BEST TIME POINTS

Hirtes, Deborah*

67 230SL

62.569

10

Hirtes, Klaus
O'Malley, Hans
Wagner, Eric

67 230SL
65 220SEb
82 200

59.442
61.366
62.700

10
9
8

Rough Layout of 8/12/07 Autocross Course
(not to scale)
Rough
R
o
ough
Layout
Layout of 08/12 Autocross
Autocross Course
Course (Not to
to scale)
scaale)

SStop
top G
Garage
arag
ge

Light
Lig
ht P
Pole
ole

Stewart, Bill**

86 190E 2.3-16

56.123

10

Reames, John

99 E300D

67.490

10

Weber, Ben
Vandenberg, Paul T.
Hopper, Bill
Vandenberg, Paul D.

93 300D 2.5
90 190E 2.6
97 C280
90 190E 2.6

58.540
61.720
62.011
62.403

10
9
8
7

Reeves, Julian
Harrell, Henry
Harrell, Laurie

07 R500
93 400E
93 400E

64.420
65.601
70.230

10
9
8

Spector, Stephen

07 SLK350

65.782

10

OTHER MARQUES
DRIVER

YR/MODEL

SStart
tart Garage
Garag
g
ge

*
**
***
****

Ladies Fastest Time of Day in a Mercedes
Men’s Fastest Time of Day in a Mercedes
Ladies Fastest Time of Day
Fastest Time of Day

BEST
TIME

CLASS

INDEX

INDEX
TIME

POINTS

Gochman, Barrie***
Gogos, Susan
Wozney, Bobbie

06 Subaru WRX STi
03 BMW 330xi
85 Porsche 911

60.059
61.910
63.699

STUL
DSL
BSL

0.821
0.804
0.828

49.308
49.776
52.743

10
9
8

Gochman, Pete****
Brubaker, John
Lear, Bill
Hack, Brett
Crim, Ritchie
Hirtes, Klaus
Robinson, Bob
Campana, Ernest
Fleming, Tim
Kallam, Michael
Rabassa, Al
Furneisen, Russell
Wozney, Joe
Crosby, Pete
Zint, Matthew
Robinson, John
Mummert, Ron
Butler, Matt
Crosby, Pete

05 Honda S2000
06 VW R32
92 Acura Integra GSR
90 Mazda Miata
04 Pontiac GTO
98 BMW M3
03 Corvette Z06
92 Honda Civic
05 Chrysler Crossfire
06 Dodge Charger
04 Toyota Celica
97 VW Jetta GT
85 Porsche 911
92 Mustang
00 Audi S4
06 Subaru Outback
93 Nissan 240SX
05 Nissan Altima
05 Saleen

53.352
56.262
55.298
57.705
57.740
54.948
55.280
55.711
59.706
59.550
60.860
60.080
60.180
62.100
61.320
63.880
63.147
64.031
60.523

AS
DS
DSP
STS2
FS
BSP
SS
SM
DS
STU
STS
STU
BS
STX
STU
HS
GS
GS
BSP

0.831
0.804
0.836
0.806
0.809
0.853
0.848
0.856
0.804
0.821
0.805
0.821
0.828
0.808
0.821
0.789
0.803
0.803
0.853

44.709
45.235
46.229
46.510
46.712
46.871
46.877
47.689
48.004
48.891
48.992
49.326
49.829
50.177
50.344
50.401
50.707
51.417
51.626

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Autocross — Cont’d from page 6
impressive 54.9-second run. It was good
enough for the second fastest time this
weekend. More on him later.
In seventh place, and only six-thousandths of a second back, was “Fast Bob”
Robinson in his Corvette ZO6. He, too, is
learning to control all those ponies under
the bonnet.
Barrie Gochman switched back to the
Subaru (from the Miata) and took her
fourth FLTD and third first place of the
year. I guess it doesn’t matter what she
drives. Watch out if she decides to drive
the Honda! Susan Gogos is showing great
improvement for a first-year autocrosser.
She took second and was only half-a-second back on indexed time.
The third place finisher is demanding
that her co-driver get her a “modern”
car—one with power steering. A little
note on Mrs. Third Place… Not only does
her husband give her an “old” car to drive,
he scheduled this autocross on their
anniversary! The guy must be some kind
of (fill in the blank).
In the Mercedes classes, Deborah
Hirtes (Classics), Bill Stewart (190E16V), Steve Spector (SLK) and John
Reames (diesel) all ran unopposed.
Debbie and Bill easily took their fourth
Fastest Mercedes Time of Day in a row.

Metro Tri-Star

This was Steve’s first
autocross with us, and
he had a very good 65second run.
As mentioned in
lthe last autocross
recap, Julian Reeves
was selling the SL and
buying
a
“new”
Mercedes. We expected an ML…. But
no…. Julian showed
up with an RL500.
What a monster! It
looks like a smaller Waiting in line for his turn to run is GWS President Bill Hopper.
version
of
the
Freightliner Century
Class! Julian had obviously had some took second, and in third place was our
wheel-time in the “car” and took a first Prez in his C280.
In the Classic Class, the aforemenover Henry Harrell in his 1993 400E by a
bit more than a second. Laurie Harrell tioned BMW M3 driver made it two wins
was third and is closing the gap between (okay, one was a sixth) in two different
her and her husband at each event. She’ll cars. Klaus Hirtes is at home in any
be within striking distance in just a couple German car it seems. Maybe he could
of events.
have someone drive his wife’s Honda to
It seems to make no difference what the next event so he can have three cars to
Ben Weber drives. He killed his 190 last drive—conquering in both German and
week, so showed up in his 300D 2.5—
Japanese! Hans O’Malley was second in
and opted to run with the C-Class cars and
190s—a bump up in class (you can take the “racing” Finback. Eric Wagner is pedthat both ways!). Ben smoked the field dling faster still, consistently closing the
(pun intended) beating all the gas cars gap between him and his rivals with each
handily. Paul (The Younger) Vandenberg event.
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NEW
MEMBERS

The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you
will join us soon at one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer
for information on our activities and what you can do to get involved.
Henry Asri
Arlington, VA 22202

Andrew L. Gilchrist
Timonium, MD

John S. Mitchell
McLean, VA

Lorena L. Branch
Fork, MD

John Heflin
Frederick, MD
Jason Kefelian
Alexandria, VA

Chris M. Pappas
Potomac, MD

Jeffrey Byrd
Mount Airy, MD
Carmelita Chadwick
Alexandria, VA
Peter Crosby
Winchester, VA
Adrienne D. Dickerson
Owings Mills, MD
Russell Furneisen
Fort Valley, VA

Matthew Lofton
Winchester, VA

Greg Shiner
Alexandria, VA

Manochehr M. Malhani
Potomac, MD
Wanda L. Marbury
Springfield, VA

Marvin Stockman
North Potomac, MD
Orazio Vignale diMonferrato
Vienna, VA

Looking at some of
the new cars in the
VPC parking lot are,
from left, Leonard
Nowak, Marilyn
Nowak (with camera), Paul LaPenta,
Ted Boudalis and Eric
Moreno.
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Frank M. Santora
Chesapeake Beach, MD

John Lupo
Columbia, MD

Better Late
Than Not at All
n mid-August, a small group of dedicated Mercedes-Benz Club members
who missed out on the StarTech 2007
tour of the Vehicle Preparation Center
(VPC) in Baltimore took a private tour of
the facility led by Ted Boudalis,
Department Manager of the MercedesBenz USA VPC. Paul LaPenta from the
Northern New Jersey Section drove
down in his 4-matic Class; GWS members Leonard and Marilyn Nowak came
in Leonard’s E Class (leaving Marilyn’s
SLK at home), and Eric Moreno left his
S600 at home for fear they might want to
put it back on the boat.
The summer heat was no match for
these die-hard Mercedes-Benz fans as
they enjoyed the sights and sounds of
this state-of-the-art automotive facility.
MBUSA has relocated its operations
to the port from Belcamp, Md. Now the
vehicles exit the ship and directly go into

Joseph P. Rockhill
Woodbridge, VA

the Vehicle Preparation Center, making
them ready for delivery to dealers in a
much faster time than before. The VPC is
still under construction with a new building planned. Several large parking lots
have recently been finished.
Highlights of this tour were the abundant number of CLK 63 Black Series, the
largest collection anywhere in the United
States, as these vehicles are being prepared for their launch later this summer.
It was interesting also to see groups of
other cars like the Chrysler Crossfire and
Freightliner Sprinter trucks, as well as a
staging area for other manufacturers’

vehicles that were being exported. The
group enjoyed seeing the new colors
coming in on the 2008 C Class vehicles,
offering M-B buyers something more
exciting than those of past years.
Thanks to our hosts at MBUSA and
the Baltimore Vehicle Preparation Center
for taking the time to show these dedicated Mercedes-Benz fans the operation and
offering them an exceptional tour.
When the VPC has finished its expansion
and building, another club-sponsored
tour will be scheduled for MBCA members.
— Bill Hopper
11
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Photos on this page by Deborah Hirtes

The car scanned on the carrot cake is one of the vehicles belonging to our host, Steve Newby.

Angie Bracht and Jim Glenn man the registration table.

The pool (left)
and Tigger Moon
Bounce were big
hits with the
youngsters.

Some of the older sedans are being judged.

What would the
picnic be without hamburgers and Bratwurst?
Stationed at one of the
grills is Klaus Hirtes.

Bill Lofquist (left) organized and tended the bar
area, serving beer, wine, water and soft drinks all
day. Helping out was Greg Magnus.

The silent auction table was run by Laurie Harrell (right),
the proceeds of which will go to charity.
Gernold
Nisius and
Susan Gogos
relax after
their duties.
Gernold was a
judge and
Susan grilled
the Bratwurst.

Metro Tri-Star

Left: Howard Byron’s 1962 300SL roadster
was voted “favorite” by those in attendance.
Above: Keith Morgan’s 1967 250SE won first
place in the sedan group.
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EMB
Means

Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

 Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,
Modification and Reconstruction

Parts

We strive to give you the best possible prices
on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

 Top Quality Coach Refinishing
Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

 Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic
Work and Minor Mechanical Services

 Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.
Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays
By appointment during the week
Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com
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3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia
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Picnic — Cont’d from page 1
recently restored convertibles, Dean
Turner’s 1960 190 SL and Ray Schlicht’s
newly restored 1967 250SL.
A very special treat was the parade of
four 300SL roadsters shown by Steve
Newby, Frank Spellman, George Bunting
and Howard Byron. Four cars, four colors,
one amazing sight. Two of the 300SLs took
the top two prizes of the event: Frank
Spellman (again) won the Hank Harris
Award (for the top scoring car older than
25 years), and Howard Byron won the
Members’ Favorite Award.!
Having organized a few concours d’élegance now, I am always pleasantly surprised that I can count on a core of regulars
for judging and find a few new ones to fill
in the ranks (some of which become regulars). I think the judges enjoy going over
the cars with a focus on detail and take
away some good information on how to
make their own cars better for the next
event. Of course, they never judge cars that
compete in their own class. Thank you very
much for your hard and concentrated work!
Bill Hopper did a marvelous job in
organizing all the details of the event and

Timothy Brischler, 2005 (W203) C55 AMG
John McWilliams, 1985 (W126) 380SE
Coupes:
Bill Gallagher, 1991 (C126) 560SEC
David VanDuzer, 1959 (W180) 220S
Franc Kauer, 1971 (W111) 280SE 3.5
Antique SLs:
Frank Spellman, 1963 (W198) 300SL
George Bunting, 1962 (W198) 300SL
Dean Turner, 1960 (W121) 190SL
Other SLs:
Ray Schlicht, 1967 (W113) 250SL
Claude Bixler, 2003 (R230) SL500
Jerry Chenault, 1986 (R107) 560SL

taking over some of Joe’s duties. He made
countless trips to storage, stores and houses to pick up all the items needed to run a
smooth event.
And thank you once more, Barbara and
Steve, for hosting our picnic! We all hope
you will have us again next year!
— Eric Wagner
Many thanks to the judges: Frank Berthiez,
Norman Bixler, Timothy Brischler, John
McWilliams, Franc Kauer, Raymond
Lombardo, John McWilliams, Gernold
Nisius, Tracey Steinbach, Andrew
Strasfogel and Eric Wagner.

Concours d’Elegance Winners

Anniversary Pins

Hank Harris Award
Frank Spellman, 1963 (W198) 300SL

The picnic is the second event of the
year at which five-year anniversary pins
are given out. Membership Co-Chair
Klaus Hirtes awarded five-year pins to
Eirik Cooper, Julian Reeves, Andrew
Righter and Boris Steinbach. Ten-year
pins went to Mason Beale, William
Canfield III and Walter Klatt. Receiving
a 20-year pin was Mark Ramsay, and
Frederick Leonhardt got his 30-year pin.
Congratulations to all!

Judges’ Choice
Franc Kauer, 1973 (W109) 300SEL 4.5
Members’ Favorite
Howard Byron, 1962 (W198) 300SL
Class Winners
Sedans:
Keith Morgan, 1967 (W108) 250SE

Maryland GWS License Tags
Maryland license tags with the section logo and the
words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still available. These plates will not be available through the MVA.
You can purchase them only through the club, and they
can only be put on a Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form
below to Ed Hainke, coordinator of the program, with two
checks: one payable to GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10,
and the second check payable to MVA in the amount of $25.
Ed will then contact you for the required MVA information.
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M
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0001
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Greater Washington Section Tags for Maryland Residents
Name ____________________________

Member #

__________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (h) __________________________

(w) ________________________________________

Send this form and two checks payable to
GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:
Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657

Metro Tri-Star
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Upcoming Event

Sedona, The Backdrop for Fall Havasupai’07 – Desert Stars Section
October 26-28, 2007

The Desert Stars Section has asked
us to promote this event to our members. This Southwest Region rallye
promises to be a fun weekend of driving,
adventure, good food and friendship.

he beautiful Red Rocks of
Sedona will provide the backdrop for the Desert Stars
Section’s 42nd annual rallye classic—the
Fall Havasupai’07. Set aside the last
weekend in October (26-28) for a pleasant road trip with the Benz, heading
north to Arizona’s stunning Sedona
area. Plan to meet with friends and tour
the surrounding towns and open spaces
while learning about and visiting some
of the out-of-the-way places you may
never have seen before.
Rallyemasters John and Marianne
Hutchison and Gerry Fortier and Sandra
Allan have been busy working on the
rallye details and, after a number of
“test runs” this summer, promise it will
be ready to offer you a challenge.
Although we can’t guarantee that you
won’t get lost, you will never be more
than about 30 miles of gorgeous RedRocks country from your starting and
ending points. Now that’s “air” miles,
and not necessarily “road” miles, unless
you want to take a shortcut over
Schnebly Hill Road on your way.
Late October is peak color season for
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foliage and we’ll see why USA Today
calls Sedona “The Most Beautiful
Scenery in America!” Social Directors
Chuck and Ava Stanford are handling
hospitality arrangements including the
Friday night reception, breakfasts,
Saturday evening’s awards banquet,
and some special activities for Sunday
morning.
The Sedona Reăl Inn and Suites will
be our base for both nights, and we’ve
arranged for a discounted block of comfortable rooms and suites, some with
fireplaces, ranging from $112 to $160
per night. Those familiar with Sedona
will know what fantastic rates these are
for Sedona in October. So why not
extend your stay in Sedona.You’ll need
to choose your room and make your
own reservations by calling the Sedona
Reăl at (928) 282-1414. Reserve your
room for Friday and Saturday nights,
October 26 and 27, mentioning that you
are with the MBCA Desert Stars
Section and Havasupai. The hotel has
agreed to honor these rates for two days
before and after the event—so why not
take an opportunity to stretch your
weekend.
There is a registration fee of $199
per couple when you take advantage of
early registration. (After Sept. 26, the
price goes up to $215 per couple.) The
cost covers the Saturday rallye, entry
fees and prizes, and all meals including

the special Awards Banquet on
Saturday. Your room cost will not be
part of the rallye registration fee, so we
suggest that you call Sedona Reăl soon
to assure your choice—the block is limited and only available until September
26.
For a special Sunday treat, we’ve
arranged discounted rates for Sedona’s
world famous Pink Jeep Tours. This is
an excellent way to see outback Sedona
up close with a personable local guide
to show you some of the beautiful areas
the Benz just won’t go. Guided tours
range from 11⁄2 to 3 hours and cost
between $46-74 including all taxes and
gratuities.
For more information, please call
John Hutchison at (480) 473-4887 or
Chuck Stanford, Jr. at (480) 585-0785.

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance
Call 800-FOR-MERCEDES
24 hours a day
7 days a week
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Trading Post Advertising Information

The
Trading
Post

Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star.
Include your name, membership number, address and phone number(s) with area codes on your handprinted or typed copy. Personal ads will appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307
Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703) 765-9405; or e-mail:janetmcfarland@earthlink.
net.
Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet
McFarland at the same number.
We will print a photograph (from color or black and white original or from high-resolution digital image)
with your ad for $20. If you would like the photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
All checks should be made payable to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must be received by the 10th of
the month preceding publication or the ad will appear in the following issue. The editor of the Metro TriStar shall have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.

CLK430, 2002: Black opal/charcoal leather. DC
changer, new tires, garage kept, excellent condition.
Asking $27,500 obo. Price includes comprehensive
extended warranty (good up to 100,000 miles or May
2011). Contact Owen at (703) 313-7661 (evening),
(703) 801-0698 (cell) or e-mail OWilson731@cox.
net.
320CLK, 1999: Bordeaux red with oyster leather.
Excellent condition, 79K miles with a 100K mile
warranty. Front and side airbags. 8-speaker Bose premium audio system. K3 rain sensor. Power rear sunshade. Xenon headlamps. Heated front seats plus
many other extras. Passed D.C. inspection in January
2007. $12,000 OBO. Contact Kathy at (202) 2467855, or e-mail kaykayleni@yahoo.com.
190E, 1993: Teal/beige. The last production year for
this model. Impressive, safe and fuel-efficient vehicle
that handles equally well on the back roads or the
autobahn. Second owner. Regularly maintained.
Looks and runs great. Brand new Michelin tires, new
exhaust, CD player, recent tune-up and brake job.
197K miles. Replaced parts include A/C blower, carpet mats, electric antenna, cruise control amplifier,
ignition switch and valve job. $3,500 OBO. Contact
Bud and (410) 703-3839, or e-mail bud.dixon@verizon.net.
560SL, 1989: Black/black. Last year for this gorgeous classic! Excellent shape, 108K miles. New
parts include main engine seals, muffler, brakes, A/C
blower, ultra-high performance tires, brake dust
shields, carpet mats, spare tire (never used) many
rubber moldings. Upgraded sound system with CD
player and big speakers, sheepskin seat covers, ceiling hoist for removable hard top. Soft top looks new
after 5 years. Don’t let another summer go by without having this head-turning convertible roadster.
$14,000 OBO. E-mail LeeCass33@aol.com. Car is in
Arlington, Va.
380SL, 1981: Anthracite gray/saddle tan. Garaged,
superb condition. All service records. Rebuilt engine
and transmission, new tires, new soft top and original
hardtop. 165K miles. Asking $12,000 OBO. Call
John at (202) 265-5968, or e-mail dwise11@verizon.net.

450SL, 1976: Blue/blue leather. Both tops. Runs but
overheats. Needs lots of work, or use for parts. $800
cash. Contact Andrew at (301) 577-0052, or e-mail
callimahos@yahoo.com. Car located in New
Carrollton, Md.
280SE, 1972: Tunis beige metallic/dark brown.
Interior in beautiful condition, exterior paint, chrome
equally outstanding. All mechanical systems incuding engine, tranny, drive train, brakes are also excellent. History interesting and records back to 1974.
Given meticulous care. Two different correct tool
kits, sales literature, original window sticker.
Everything works; needs nothing. Multiple winner in
local/regional shows. Surely one of the finest examples of these durable old cars available. $15,000. Email Jim at pankhurst03@aol.com.
300SE, 1967: Convertible.White/blue leather and
original blue top. One owner, garaged, excellent condition. Restored in 1985 and recently tuned by Bob
Platz at Precision Autoworks. Asking $45,000 obo.
Contact Kevin at (610) 213-3133 or e-mail kevinandbethhenry@yahoo.com.
Parts: Left and right halves of front bumper for
1970-71 W111 280SE coupe. Rechromed, no
scratches or dents. Looks great, though not show
quality chrome. $500 per side (dealer list is $2,300).
Also have new old stock (NOS) left side front
bumper overrider for 280SE 3.5 coupe. Asking $500
(dealer list is $1,200); and left and right side rear
bumper overriders at $150-200. Contact Andrew at
(202) 966-6194, or e-mail squasher@starpower.net.
K&N air filter for a 1998-2004 SLK 230. New in the
box. $20. Contact Steve at (703) 771-2677 (home);
(301) 606-0678 (cell) or e-mail srsswf@earthlink.
net.
Hardtop hoist plus very nice home-built storage cart
for the top when it’s not on the car. Fits 107 series –
280SL, 380SL, 450SL, 500SL, 560SL. $100 for the
entire set. Contact Bud at (410) 703-3839, or e-mail
bud.dixon@verizon.net.

300SD, 1980: Light green metallic, parchment MB
Tex interior. 110K original miles; garage kept.
$6,500. Please leave message for Tom at (703) 7656520.

Metro Tri-Star
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High
Gear

by
John Kuhn
Bleimaier
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here are multiple advantages to driving
an old Mercedes. These are not confined to the joys of mechanical simplicity and purely aesthetic considerations associated with old time design. Some anecdotal evidence may be in order.
Just the other day, I parked my ’65 Finback
in a loading zone in Princeton while waiting to
pick up a friend. Now, Princeton is not generally an auto-friendly environment. There are
only a small number of very expensive parking
meters; vast no parking zones; regulations
against meter feeding; tow away zones; sticker
requirements for residents; etc, ad nauseum.
One of the most strictly enforced dictates of the
parking Gestapo is the prohibition against the
use of loading zones by any vehicles other than
commercial carriers with appropriate permits.
Mea culpa. I did indeed pull my 190Dc into
a space reserved for commercial vehicles. It
was a busy Friday at noon time. My guilt quotient was pushing the red line. But I honestly
had not been able to find any other place to
wait for my pick up. Nuff said.
Imagine how I felt when the blue and white
tricycle of the parking enforcement authority
pulled up next to me and the meter storm trooper rapped his knuckle on my window. As I
cranked down the manual wind window on my
elderly starship, my mind ran through what
might be suitable excuses for my infraction…
disaster, distress, depression, diarrhea? Would
any of these possibly work?
Oh, what a sense of relief when the stern
constabulary visage broke into a broad smile
and the meter man said, “Now that’s a real
Mercedes!” Without so much as a warning, he
proceeded to put…put…put up the block on his
merry rounds. Well, that perfectly well brought
home the benefit of driving a classic Mercedes!
Later that afternoon as I drove home to
Hopewell, I savored my escape from the depredations of the parking enforcer. With time, the
joy of having gotten away with an infraction
was alloyed with a troubling notion. By calling
my beloved Finback a “real Mercedes,” the
meter man had indirectly slighted my other
starships, my 1980 300CD and my ’02 C230
sports coupe. Were they not “real Mercedes”
also?
This trend of thought brought back a distant
memory. You see, my 1965 Mercedes has been
in my family since new. As some of my friends
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may recollect, my parents bought this car way
back when I was a sophomore in high school.
The casual comment of the parking enforcer
had stirred up the recollection of a long suppressed adolescent experience.
I think it was at the New Hope, Pennsylvania Automobile Show of 1966. It was a
sunny August day with a pleasant breeze blowing off the Delaware River and rustling the
leaves of the majestic red maples. On the show
field were cars from the ’40s, ’30s and ’20s. In
the spectator parking lot, you could see brand
new Oldsmobile Toronados, Plymouth Barracudas, Borgwards and Iso Griffos. Yes, it was a
long time ago.
On the lawn, entered in that New Hope
show of 1966, was a beautiful 1949 Mercedes
170DS four-door sedan. I was absolutely captivated by that stately diesel powered starship.
The vertical grill; the four cylinder compression ignition engine; the rear swing axle. I perceived this 170DS as an esteemed older sibling
of my parents 190Dc. It was my personal
favorite in the show. Imagine my consternation
when, while I was admiring the ’49 Mercedes,
a disagreeable old codger approached the
owner of the show car and said, “Now that’s a
real Mercedes!” I was mortified. Our Finback
had been gratuitously insulted!
The moral of the story is that there really is
a kinship which links all the fine cars that have
been built by Mercedes-Benz. All the vehicles
wearing the three pointed star are “real
Mercedes.” With age, they grow into their role.
The oldtimers do have their distinct virtues and
advantages of ownership, however.
Yesterday I took the Finback out for a spin.
I enjoyed proceeding up through the gears,
flicking the column-mounted shifter. Fourth is
top, and I snatched that cog as 42 mph showed
on my vertical ribbon speedometer. There is a
speed trap set up with substantial frequency in
the 25 mph zone in Pennington, New Jersey. It
was already too late when I saw the black and
white armored personnel carrier hidden in the
bushes. It was with a sinking sensation that I
looked at the officer with the large black radar
gun in his hand. You could have knocked me
over with a feather when his face broke into a
smile and he gave me an unequivocal thumbs
up!
— John Kuhn Bleimaier
September/October 2007

Star Auto Service, Inc.
The Best Service for the Best Car!
Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

(410) 339-STAR
(410) 339-7827




1024 York Road
Towson, MD 21204
(Exit 26A off of 695)
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MD State Inspections
Free rides to home,
work or lightrail within
the area
All work guaranteed
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Heating Up the Track at Summit Point
ave you ever wondered what happens at 103 degrees Fahrenheit?
In 1941, the city of Cleveland,
Ohio declared an emergency—and that
record for heat still stands today. A fever
of that magnitude is enough to plant an
adult in the hospital. One can get out of
the shower, get dressed and open the
door only to feel like another shower is
needed. Water boils…Oh wait, that’s
Celsius.
All of those things are true, but what’s
missing is the Greater Washington
Section track day at Summit Point
Motorsports Park! It would seem that
there was an equatorial shift that put the
track and our brave participants and
instructors square under a sunlit magnifying glass. The surface temperature on
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the pit grid read a sweltering ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SEVEN DEGREES
(137)!! It was HOT and HUMID!!
More than 80 cars and drivers showed
up Aug. 4-5 to test themselves and their
equipment at the track’s Shenandoah
Circuit. For those not familiar, Shenandoah is a unique track facility that
boasts multiple configurations for driver
instruction, races and law enforcement
training. We elected to use the whole
course, which includes a replica of the
carousel at the Nürburgring Nordschleife. Banked 17 degrees, this sweeping left-hand turn immediately reminds
you of the banking at other storied tracks
like Daytona and Talladega.
This year, we added something new—
classroom instruction. More than 40

Miriam Schottland (front row, center) poses with a group of novices following a classroom
session on some of the finer points of driving the Shenandoah Circuit at Summit Point.
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novice students participated in a class
where they enjoyed personalized instruction from Miriam Schottland. The course
focused on the finer points of performance driving. When a class session
broke, students were then able to put
these newly learned principles to the test
on track with a qualified instructor. The
positive response was overwhelming,
and we hope to continue it at future
events. A big thanks goes out to Miriam
for putting on such a great training session!
I would encourage everyone to come
to a track event to watch the wide variety
of cars, even if you are not a dedicated
“track junkie.” It’s much like going on
safari and being able to see animals in
their natural environment. Mercedes,
Ferraris, Fords, Chevrolets and Mazdas
—all playing nicely on an automotive
playground. There were a number of
interesting cars on hand. Mike Sokalsky
came down from New Jersey to visit
with his 16V. OK, so what? This is a 16V
with more than 315,000 miles on the
odometer! We also had a Ferrari F430, a
Dodge Charger, and a Super Performance Shelby Cobra replica. Powered
by a 427 cubic inch V8 with dual carburetors and a side oiler dry sump system,
the car measured 603 horsepower at the
rear wheels!! Weighing in at just shy of
2,000 pounds, the car is an absolute rocket ship. For the Porsche fans, you may
want to skip to the next paragraph. There
was also a 944 with a heart transplant.
Instead of having a turbo charged 4September/October 2007

cylinder engine, this car boasted a
Chevrolet 350 cubic inch LS1 motor.
Students also were able to take advantage of a unique feature of the
Shenandoah Circuit, the skid pad. This
slick circular piece of asphalt is flooded
and used as a training tool to educate students on how to react during a
hydroplane situation. Cars sliding sideways and drivers counter-steering made
for an interesting “Dances with the
Benz” episode. Students and their families were also given the opportunity to
tour the track during low-speed parade
laps.
The Greater Washington Section
prides itself on putting on a fast, fun and
safe event. This driving school at
Shenandoah was no exception. We did,
however, have some drama when Paul
Rossano and his instructor, in a new
Dodge Charger, “went agricultural” at
the end of the main straight as the heat
took its toll on his brakes, boiling the
fluid. After a couple of slow cool-down

Klaus Hirtes takes the instructor’s seat in
Barry Gosnell’s Ferrari.

Tom Newman, in his red Ford Focus SVT (right) comes out of the corkscrew turn on the
Shenandoah track, hoping to make a pass.

laps around the freshly flooded skid pad,
the car was back in good driving order.
A big thanks to our many instructors
and volunteers who gave up their weekend (and their sweat) to help make this
event a great success. The Sports Car
Club of America (SCCA), BSR, Ford
SVTOA, Car Guys and our own veteran
club drivers provided the on-track
instruction. In all, more than 30 people
came out to provide on-track instruction,
logistics support, photography and general “gofer” duties to the drivers and the
event staff (including making sure there
was plenty of water and ice). We could
not have done it without all of them!
— Tom Newman
Trackmaster
Photos on page 20 by Janet
McFarland. Photos on page
21 by Deborah Hirtes.

Novice students attend a classroom session with Miriam Schottland.
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GWS Vice President Eric Wagner lines up at
the grid in his ’82 200.

On the skid pad, Dave Ortiz shows how to control his car
under slick road conditions.
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Press Release

Mercedes-Benz Awards ‘Drive Your Future’ Scholarships
More than $3.5 Awarded to Nearly 1,000 College-Bound Students to Date
ONTVALE, NJ—MercedesBenz USA (MBUSA) today
[May 31] announced the
names of 62 college-bound teenagers
who will join the ranks of nearly 1,000
other students nationwide as recipients of
Mercedes-Benz’s ‘Drive Your Future’
scholarships. The scholarships are
awarded to students who are the first in
their families to attend college and who
demonstrate outstanding academic performance and a commitment to helping
others. The Drive Your Future
Scholarship Program was developed by
Mercedes-Benz USA in 2004 to help
alleviate some of the financial pressures
of first-generation college-bound students—many of whom would be unable
to pursue a post-secondary education due
to the enormous financial burden.
In the competitive application
process, nearly 5,000 students nationwide applied for scholarships, 62 of
whom were selected based on academic
performance, leadership, involvement in
school and community activities and
financial need. Each of the collegebound graduating high school seniors
will receive a $10,000 scholarship
($2,500 per year over 4 years) to help
offset rising college tuition costs.
This year, Mercedes-Benz USA, with
support from its dealers nationwide, will
provide $620,000 in scholarship funding,
raising the total amount granted since the
program’s launch in 2004 to $3.5 million
to nearly 1,000 ambitious college-bound
students. All of the Drive Your Future
award recipients are the first generation
in their families to pursue a college education and many have overcome personal hardships due to underprivileged backgrounds.
“Ours is a brand that is founded on a
commitment to nothing less than excellence and it has come to represent a
dream fulfilled,” said Ernst Lieb, president and CEO of Mercedes-Benz USA.
“We want to encourage these students—
who are certainly among the best and the
brightest of their generation—to accept
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nothing less than the best, however they
define that. We hope these scholarships
can help remove some of the impediments so these young men and women
can focus on accomplishing their
dreams.”
According to the National Center for
Education Statistics, the average student
loan debt for a bachelor’s degree student
is $19,300,” said Barb Weber, assistant
vice president of Scholarship America,
the non-profit organization that administers the Mercedes-Benz Drive Your
Future program. “The importance of
scholarship programs, such as the
Mercedes-Benz Drive Your Future program, is imperative in helping all students move forward with college enrollment and the completion of a college
degree.”
One of important components of the
program is based on the principle of
“paying it forward,” or helping someone
else in need. Each year, Drive Your
Future scholarship recipients are asked to
serve as ambassadors of Mercedes-Benz
USA philanthropy by giving back to their
communities through activities such as
mentoring/tutoring younger students,
working with Boys and Girls Clubs or
Big Brothers Big Sisters, among other
activities. Nearly 1,000 students have
benefited, or will benefit, from Drive
Your Future and will, in turn, give back
in some way to help someone else
achieve his/her dreams, reaching countless people in need.
The Drive Your Future program was
developed by Mercedes-Benz USA in
collaboration with Scholarship America
to respond to a critical need in the United
States for scholarships to help students
offset the costs of postsecondary education. Drive Your Future is part of
MBUSA’s broader philanthropic initiative aimed at educating and empowering
future generations by helping young people reach their full potential and become
the leaders of their generation.
Committed to the communities in
which employees live and work,

MBUSA has also built alliances with a
number of youth organizations across the
country. The company supports many of
these efforts through employee volunteer
activities, mentoring and community
outreach efforts. Philanthropic initiatives
are reviewed and implemented through
MBUSA corporate headquarters in
Montvale, N.J., and through its regional
offices around the country. For more
information, interested students may
visit www.mbusa.com/drivefuture.
Mercedes-Benz USA
Mercedes-Benz USA, headquartered
in Montvale, New Jersey, is responsible
for the sales, marketing and service of all
Mercedes-Benz and Maybach products
in the United States. In 2006, MBUSA
achieved an all-time sales record of
248,080 new vehicles, setting the highest
sales volume ever in its history and
achieving 13 consecutive years of sales
growth. More information on MBUSA
and its products can be found on the
Internet at www.mbusa.com and
www.maybachusa.com.
Scholarship America
Scholarship America is a national
nonprofit organization whose mission is
to mobilize America, through scholarships and educational support, to make
postsecondary education possible for all
students. More information is available
at www.scholarshipamerica.org.

Awards
Students in our area who received
the 2007 scholarships are:
Washington, D.C.:
Gilbert Castillo, who will be
attending Florida Institute of
Technology
Maryland:
Karmena Diggs, who will be
attending Spelman College
Virginia:
Wayne Ngai, who will be attending the University of Pennsylvania

September/October 2007

Metro Tri-Star

23

The Metro Tri-Star is published monthly by the Greater Washington Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. It is furnished to each of the section members. Please send all materials for publication to the Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington Place,
Alexandria, VA 22307. For display advertising information, contact Janet McFarland at (703) 765-9405. Explicit permission to
copy or republish any article is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. The articles in the Metro Tri-Star
are the opinions of the writers, and no authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any expressed opinion.

METRO TRI-STAR
1307 Warrington Place
Alexandria, VA 22307

PR SRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
ALEXANDRIA, VA
PERMIT #484

