
24th Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 6, 2007

Turner Farm Park, Great Falls, Va.

Traditions are a big part of the Mercedes-Benz
experience, and we like to pay tribute to them
with good friends. That is why we join

together with the Potomac Region of the Porsche
Club of America (PCA), the National Capital
Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America (BMW-
CCA) and the Potomac-Chesapeake Chapter of the
Audi Club of North America (ACNA) to celebrate
the Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance.

For the 24th iteration of this Washington tradi-
tion, we have selected a new site at Turner Farm
Park in Great Falls, Va. The site is centrally located
in Northern Virginia at the corner of Georgetown
Pike (Route 193) and Springvale Road (Route 674)
and is easy to reach from 495 and the Toll Road.
Take the entrance that is surrounded by car club
banners (not the official main entrance). Just in
case: the rain date is set for June 3.

In the Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance,
vehicles are judged by their condition, appearance
and cleanliness. This event will offer two classes;
Street (judged) and Display (not judged, but a prize
is awarded based on a people’s choice vote). The
“Street” class is a “top-only” event. In the “top-
only” category, the exterior, interior (including
engine bay) and luggage compartment are judged.
The undercarriage is not. Usually, the Street class
will be separated into several groups based on
MBCA rules. The “Display” class is open for every-
one who has a clean, nice car but does not feel up
to the more demanding “Street” class requirements
(also a great way for newcomers to get accustomed
to what it takes to compete successfully in
“Street”!). Both “Street” and “Display” are on the
show field and represent our club’s heritage and tra-
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Autocross Social:
New Place, New Time

The time and location of the Autocross
Social has changed. It will still be held on
Sunday, March 18, but has been moved to
Brion’s Grille in Fairfax, Va. from 3 - 5 p.m.
See page 6 for additional information.

Continued on page 7
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March 18 Autocross Social (see page 6)
Brion’s Grille, Fairfax, Va., 3 - 5 p.m.
Pre-register: JoeWozney@aol.com

April 15 Autocross #1
Winchester, Va.
Contact Joe Wozney at (703) 437-7866

April 29 Autocross (MB-only & defensive driving)

May 6 Deutsche Marque Concours D’Elegance
Turner Farm Park, Great Falls, Va.

May 15-16 MBCA National Board Committee Mtgs.
Reston, Va.

May 17 MBCA National Board Meeting
Reston, Va.

May 18-21 StarTech 2007
Reston, Va.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

May 21 Summit Point Spring Track Day
(and demo day for StarTech 2007)

May 27 Autocross #2, Winchester, Va.

June 3 Rain date for Deutsche Marque Concours

June 14-15 Driving School at Virginia International
Raceway (with BMW and Audi Clubs)
Danville, Va.

June 24 Autocrosss #3, Winchester, Va.

July 8 Autocross #4, Winchester, Va.

Aug. 4-5 Drivers’ School, Summit Point, W.Va. 

Aug. 11 DIY Tech Session and Track Inspection
Place and time to be announced

Aug. 12 Autocross #5, Winchester, Va.

Aug. 19 Mid-Atlantic Picnic and Concours
d’Elegance (tentative date)

Sept. 9 Autocross #6, Winchester, Va.

Sept. 14-18 Tri-O-Rama
Summit Point, W.Va.

Oct. 7 Autocross #7, Winchester, Va.

Oct. 21 GWS Annual Meeting

Nov. 4 Autocross #8, Winchester, Va.

Dec. 2 New Members’ Reception

There are many more events planned and more exact dates
and times to be announced. Be sure to check the Web site
(www.gws-mbca.org) for more information along with the
latest updates and additions. 

Regional, National and Other Events

Mar. 17-21 Southern Treffen 2007
Lakeland, Fla.
Contact Scott Suits at (727) 460-5739
or e-mail suits@ij.net

April 22 British and European Car Show
Williamsburg Winery
Williamsburg, Va.
Contact: Doug Wilson at (757) 565-4668)

May 18-21 StarTech 2007
Reston, Va.
Contact: Bill Hopper at (202) 363-4189

Sept. 29 6th Annual Classics at Lee Hall
Newport News, Va.
(Open to all makes, models and years)
Check out the Web site at www.leehall.org
Contact: Colin Romanick at (757) 247-8523
or e-mail aromanick@nngov.com

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events 2007
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Trips to Germany
The Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) is

offering two trips to Germany in 2007. Each trip starts
in Stuttgart on a Monday: July 30 and October 1. For
more details, check out the Web site at:

http://www.mbca.org/pages/german_trip/Trip1.htm

Former GWS President Joe Wozney went on one of
the trips to Germany last year. The third installment in
his travel journal can be found on page 10 in this issue
of the Metro Tri-Star.
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Public Service

Every time I look at the MBCA award
presented last year to the Greater
Washington Section for public serv-

ice, it makes me proud of our section and
its members. Public service is something
that we tend not to notice unless it is
brought to our attention. And that is the
way it should be. But every once in a
while, it’s nice to give it a little special
notice.

GWS members perform a wide variety of public
service. We thought it would be interesting for fellow
members to hear about what others are doing.  If you
have a moment, write up a paragraph or two about the
volunteer activities in which you are involved and
send them to Deborah Hirtes, the Metro Tri-Star co-
editor (dhirtes@seafarers.org), and she will compile a
list of all the great things our members do throughout
the year to better their lives and their communi-
ties—and make this world a better place.

Volunteering is something that is beneficial to oth-
ers as well as yourself. No matter what you do, it
helps someone somewhere—be it an usher at church,
a scout leader, a docent at a park or museum, coach-
ing a kid’s team, serving at a soup kitchen, manning
the Salvation Army donation buckets at holiday time,
etc. Any time you volunteer, you are giving of your-
self to others—and more likely than not, having a
good time doing so.

This section would not be what it is without
countless volunteer hours. Besides the time your
GWS board spends managing the club and organizing
events, there is so much that you, the members, do to
help the club—like helping out at car shows, semi-
nars, tours, or one of our many driving events.
Manning the sales tables, the bar or the grill at the
annual GWS picnic, judging cars at the concours,
being a corner worker at an autocross—all of that is
time that members volunteer to make their club bet-

ter. And it’s fun, too!
You may not think these kinds of activities are a

public service, but they are. Whenever you give of
yourself, you are doing something to help
others.   Enjoying what you do while help-
ing out the club is just another part of how
to benefit from being a MBCA member.

This year, the GWS will need lots of
volunteers for its events. For StarTech
2007 in May, we will need greeters, folks
to man the hospitality room and go on the

off- site tours with our guests to show them “our
town.” And for events like the defensive driving
school, driver education, autocrossing and the vari-
ous concours events, this is a great time to offer your
skills to the club.

Think about how you can take a few hours out of
your schedule and come and volunteer to help other
GWS members enjoy their club. You will enjoy your
membership even more and, as an added benefit, get
to meet some really great people and do some things
you might not have had a chance to do otherwise.

And while you’re at it, don’t forget to send in a lit-
tle blurb on your specific public service activities. It
is always interesting to get to know more about our
fellow club enthusiasts.

—Bill Hopper

From the President . . .

Raffle Time Is Near
The ever-popular MBCA raffle is just around

the corner. Members can expect to receive their
raffle request forms in the mail in early April.

This year the prizes include:
$50,865 MSRP cash equivalent to a 2007
SLK 350 Roadsster
$32,635 MSRP cash equivalent to a 2007
C230 Sports Sedan
$10,000 cash prize
$5,000 cash equivalent to two Germany trip
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Alot of the fun is in the
planning, and lots of
planning has already

been done in anticipation of
StarTech 2007, a MBCA
national technical event that is
being held in our own back
yard!

We have a great event
planned for those of you who
will attend StarTech 2007 this
May 18 to 21. Our elegant host
hotel is the Hyatt Regency in
Reston, Va. It will offer us the
perfect space for seminars and
garage sessions as well as a
proper venue to show off some
pretty impressive Mercedes-
Benz automobiles. The hotel
will even be the location of a
parts swap meet.

So what else will there be to do other than look
at—and talk about—Mercedes-Benz automobiles?
Well, Reston Town Center is quite the entertainment
and shopping Mecca with a wide variety of stores,
eateries and activities. Plus, StarTech 2007 is being
held the same weekend as the Reston Arts Festival,
so the Reston Town Center Promenade will be filled
with artists displaying and selling their works.

On Friday, there will be an off-site trip for those
guests who do not wish to attend the StarTech tech-
nical sessions. It begins with a visit to the
Washington Design Center and is followed with
lunch and a tour of the Textile Museum. Guests will
get a tour of this interior-design trade building and
see some of the latest trends in today’s furniture and
accessory markets.

The Washington, D.C. area has many large,
famous museums. But many people forget about
some of the smaller, but no less interesting, sites. The
Textile Museum is one of these and will delight
everyone who attends.

Friday night, a special treat
is in store for the Mercedes-
Benz buffs and their guests.
We have arranged for a bus to
take attendees from the Hyatt
Hotel in Reston to the
MBUSA Vehicle Prep Center
(VPC) in the port of Baltimore
for a very special evening tour
of their facility. Right now, the
VPC is undergoing a massive
renovation, so you will get to
see the facility as it is in the
construction phase, still
preparing cars for delivery to
dealers. After that, a special
dinner will be held at the cor-
porate headquarters of Phillips
Foods in downtown Baltimore.
Phillips is a world-renowned

Maryland company specializing in seafood, and a
dinner made by their executive chef will be an event
not to be missed. (For those who do not eat seafood,
there will be plenty of other menu options.)

And if that is not enough, get ready for some more
fun on Saturday. There will be more off-site tours as
well as the StarTech 2007 banquet. Monday will be
the StarTech 2007 Demonstration Day at Summit
Point Race Track. Guest are welcome to take their
Benzes out to the track and see what this “StarTech
stuff” is all about.

For those GWS members who want to attend
some of the events but not the full StarTech 2007
program, please let us know, because all StarTech
events will be open to GWS members for a nominal
fee. To get the most out of this Mercedes-Benz Club
of America event, however, attending the full event
will be well worth your time.

Keep an eye on the www.StarTech2007.org Web
site for all the latest details, and sign up to attend this
well-planned and fun event.

—Bill Hopper

StarTech 2007: Something for Everyone
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Autocross Social Moved!

We have been notified that our former (and
regular) venue for the Autocross Social has
closed. The owners have sold the business

and will not reopen in their new location for several
months. Not to worry! Thanks to a recommendation
from Bill Stewart, we have a new location!

On Sunday, March 18, we’ll move to Brion’s
Grille in Fairfax, Va. Brion’s is about a mile from our
former location. It’s at the University Mall at 10621
Braddock Road—at the intersection of Route 123 and
Braddock Road across from George Mason
University. It’s easy to get to from Route 66—just
take the Route 123 exit south, follow for about 3
miles, make a left on Braddock Road, and a right into
the shopping center.

The time has also changed. The Social will be held
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

At this event, we’ll be presenting the 2006
Autocross Series trophies and the special awards
from 2005. 

This is a great opportunity for newcomers to find
out what autocrossing is all about and to get all of
your questions answered.

If you’ve considered joining us at one of our
Performance Driving Schools at Summit Point
Raceway or Virginia International Raceway, there
will be plenty of folks on hand to give you the infor-
mation you need to get started. This year, the Greater
Washington Section will hold four driving schools,
including Tri-O-Rama 2007.

Although there is no charge for the Autocross
Social, you must preregister. Please call Joe Wozney
(703-437-7866) or send an email to
JoeWozney@aol.com right away. This is the only
way we can give the restaurant a count. The club will

provide the snacks. The beverages are on you.
An autocross is a timed, slow-to-moderate speed

driving event through a series of cones (pylons). It’s
usually held in a parking lot. Autocross teaches good
car control. It will show you your limits and the lim-
its of your car. It’s perfect for all drivers of all skills.
And teens (with a license) can benefit from the events
by getting additional instruction, skills and experi-
ence to become better drivers. And...it’s a blast! Try
it once and you will get hooked. Next, you’ll be ask-
ing about performance tires and helmets!

Please plan on joining us. 

pylon
alley

by
Joe Wozney

2007 Driving Events

As of this writing, we do not have contracts
from VIR or Summit Point for our 2007 driv-
ing events and, therefore, cannot set the fee

rates for our events. As soon as the contracts are
received, we will post the rates and registration
forms on the GWS Web site (www.gws-mbca.org)
and all events will be listed in the April Metro Tri-
Star. There are a total of four driving events sched-
uled.

The first will be held on Monday, May 21, on the
Summit course at Summit Point Raceway. This is an
open event and is being held in conjunction with
StarTrack 2007. There will be product displays and
special demonstrations at the track.

On Thursday and Friday, June 14-15, we will
again join the Audi and BMW clubs for a driver edu-
cation/performance driving school—Marque Mad-
ness 3—at Virginia International Raceway. The
event will be held on the full course. VIR has to be
one of the most beautiful tracks anywhere and is sure
to fill fast! Registration will open as soon as the con-
tracts are signed and rates are set. Watch the newslet-
ter and Web site for registration and cost informa-
tion.

On Saturday and Sunday, August 4-5, we’ll be
going back to Summit Point to run on the
Shenandoah circuit. This will be the club’s second
time on this three-year-old course. Last year’s event
filled fast, and, except for the heat, was absolutely
fantastic. So be sure to register as soon as it’s posted.

Finally, on September 17 and 18, we’re back at

Continued on page 16
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dition.
Remember last year when the 1952 220

Lieferwagen won Best of Marque? (See Metro Tri-
Star June 2006; http://www.gws-mbca.org/
mts/mts200606.pdf). That car is featured in the most
recent Star magazine! What a treat to have seen this
one-of-a kind car up close! Personally, I like the fact
that we have everything from a Gullwing to a brand
new C-class with a lot of diversity in between, and I
am really looking forward to see whether we’ll have
some new challengers for the top prizes this year.
Event Schedule:
8:30 a.m. – Field opens to show participants for

placement onto the field.
9:00 a.m. – General admission 
10:30 a.m. – Judging begins. Cars not in place and

on the field by 11:00 a.m. will not be allowed
to show.

3:00 p.m. – Wine and Cheese Reception – Awards
for all clubs will be presented at the Wine and
Cheese Reception.

The entry fee is $25 per car ($35 after April 24 or
on site). Registration includes one Wine and Cheese
Reception ticket and a commemorative dash plaque.

Additional Wine and Cheese Reception tickets are
available at $10 each. There is no charge to attend the
Concours as a spectator. Please fill out the reserva-
tion form on page 13.

Note: This Concours is an all-day event .
The organizers of all clubs will be working hard

prior to the show, as well as on the day of the event.
Please also respect the hard work by the participants
who have prepared their car for the show. If you enter
the event, please be prepared to stay through the
awards presentation. If your vehicle places in its
class and you have departed, the award will be given
to the next runner-up in class. Additionally, please be
mindful that cars not registered and displayed in the
show should not be parked on the show field.

Contact Eric Wagner at wagnerek@comcast.net
or (703) 549-5261 with any questions. I would be
delighted if you would help out at the day of the
event, either as a judge or otherwise.

—Eric Wagner

Concours — Cont’d from page 1
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One of the advantages of living near
the vortex is that a lot of interesting
things come floating by. I have

always pitied folks who reside in South
Dakota and probably have never seen a
Mercedes gullwing or a Porsche 550 spyder.
On the other hand, a car enthusiast who lives
in the New York metropolitan area, or within
the Beltway, runs the risk of becoming jaded.
“Oh, just another Bugatti…”

Professor Ferdinand Porsche was the
genius who stands behind much of what we
hold dear in the world of the motorcar. On a
regular basis we encounter vehicles on the
road with design features originally propagated by
the good professor, from horizontally opposed cylin-
ders to independent rear suspension. Historic produc-
tion cars such as the prewar Mercedes types S, SS
and SSK, the Volkswagen beetle, as well as the
Porsche 356 are the tangible embodiments of
Professor Porsche’s creativity.

But a historic production car is like a Piranesi
engraving. It is a masterpiece produced in substantial
numbers. Now there are also some Porsche original
works of art. Enter the 1939 Auto Union “D type”
racer which is being auctioned off by Christies this
winter in Paris. This is a “one off” that was built
under the watchful eye of Professor Porsche; on
which he actually laid his hands. That’s an original.

While this Auto Union race car is not part of the
immediate family tree of our own beloved starships,
it is of substantial interest to Mercedes enthusiasts.
We might even say that there is some shared DNA. It
is important to remember that Professor Porsche had
been an engineer with Mercedes prior to his having
set up an independent design shop and his having
taken on this racing project. Furthermore, the Auto
Union grand prix cars shared the legendary appella-
tion, “silver arrows,” with their Mercedes cousins
during the exciting racing seasons of the late 1930s.
The Auto Union team, lead by Nuvolari and
Rosemeyer, along with the Mercedes team lead by

Caracciola, von Brau-
titsch and Seaman,
provided the world
with an unequaled
demonstration of
engineering excel-
lence, sportsmanship
and elan.

When Christie’s
invited me to a private showing of the famous Auto
Union “D type,” it took my breath away. Ac-
ompanying this article are photographer Marina
Pushkareva’s images of the last project undertaken by
Professor Ferdinand Porsche before the war. 

Yes, it’s great to live near the vortex. I treasured
the opportunity to feast my eyes on this silver arrow
before it gets flushed through the system of high
roller auctions and ends up in the holding tank of a
closed collection.

—John Kuhn Bleimaier

High Gear . . .

March 2007 9

Two views of the famous
Auto Union “D type”
were snapped by Marina
Pushkareva.



Editor’s note: As part of the celebration of the 50th

Anniversary of MBCA, the club, in cooperation with
DaimlerChrysler AG, scheduled a series of tours to
Germany and the facilities of Mercedes-Benz. The
following is the third installment in Joe Wozney’s
report of his trip, which will be continued in future
editions of the Metro Tri-Star.

Tuesday continued…
After a wonderful meal, we were off to the

Gottlieb Daimler Memorial. Ambrose acted as trans-
lator for the local guide—a retired Mercedes-Benz
employee. Amazingly, even as the town grew up
around Daimler’s home, the site retained a park-like
look. The original family house is no longer there but
the glass and wood shop structure is. The shop is
incredibly small—like a greenhouse with a garage
attached. Inside the shop were a model of an early
motor, some tools and a model of a boat adapted to
accept one of the new Daimler motors. While the
workshop does not have the pizzazz one might expect
(it’s almost too bucolic), it was here (and at Benz’s
shop) that the drive to put the world on wheels start-
ed.

Then it was back on the bus and off to the new
Mercedes-Benz Brand Center. Think of it as the com-
plete dealer showroom on steroids! Three gigantic
floors—really gigantic—with several samples of
each car Mercedes sells in Germany—A, B, C, E,
CLS, CLK, SLK, SL, S, ML, R, GL, G-Class cars,
and even vans. Truly a candy store for adults. And it’s
attached to the museum—so close but so far. We’d
return there on Thursday.

All too soon we were on the road back to the hotel.
After a short stop in our rooms, our hearty (and hun-
gry) group was off to dinner in an underground mall
area across from the hotel. At the Haus Brauerei, we
had the local specialty of spaetzel with cheese—like
mac and cheese, but better. To wash it down, although
it didn’t really need washing since it glided on the
tongue, we had the house beer. Wow, they can brew
some great potions in Germany! Then it was back to
the hotel to rest for the next day’s adventures.

On Wednesday (after another fantastic breakfast),
we started with the Mercedes-Benz engine plant. The
huge plant, like all others that we saw, is incredibly
clean—even the milling areas. Parts are delivered to
appropriate stations in color-coded bins. There are
constant quality tests on tolerances by electronic
equipment. And, like the AMG engine plant, there is
no picture taking. I think that the rule is imposed for
safety reasons as much as for security and secrecy.
Think about it… You’re all wrapped up in composing
your shot and bang… Bob got rolled over by a parts
delivery vehicle because he wasn’t paying attention.
Some of the delivery vehicles are robotic… no driv-
er. With so many engines all around us, it’s hard to
believe that this is only one of several engine plants.

Back on the bus, we were off to the local smart
(smart uses a small “s”) distributorship. Since we’d
been in Germany for a few days, we’d seen quite a
few smarts on the road, and Bobbie and I had driven
one but had not seen so many in one location. The
variety—models and colors—was amazing. In the
driveway, the forfour (and a small “f”) cars were on
the left and the
roadsters were
on the right.
Both these mod-
els have been
d i s c o n t i n u e d ;
these were the
leftovers. 

Once we got
off the bus, we
had our first
glimpse of the
smart glass dis-
play tower. This
s e v e n - s t o r y
structure is like a
m i n i - p a r k i n g
garage. With a
push of a button,
the cars are shift-
ed up and down,

10 March 2007

MBCA Goes to Germany - III
by Joe Wozney

The smart car dealer display tower is
seven stories of glass.
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and the car you want to see/drive is brought to the
exit door. Quite cool!

In the showroom are cars, toys, a play area for
kids, a play area for adults (for playing with cars
only), shirts, jackets, hats, model cars, accessories,
and anything you could imagine that is smart related.
On the floor was a special smart Brabus Roadster
Coupe in a limited edition color with matching lug-
gage. Everyone was in love with this car!

Note: I think Mercedes and smart have made a
huge error in killing the roadster. With the obvious
success of the new Pontiac Solstice and Saturn Sky
and the continuing good sales of the Miata/MX 5,
Mercedes and smart should have started an SCCA
spec race series to bring the car to the attention of
the American public. A sub-$20,000 roadster would
sell like the proverbial hot cakes. 

The roadster may live though. The Kimber Group
has bought the tooling equipment for the car and is in
the process of a redesign for introduction as the new
AC. (It was going to be an MG but the purchase of
the now bankrupt firm failed.) The manufacturer’s
goal is to bring the car to America.

To see what we are getting, go to www.smart
usa.com and try the movies—you’ll love the
Godzilla movie!

Wednesday’s lunch was a marvelous buffet at the
Hotel Erickson in Sindelfingen. Our group of 30
filled most of the dining room. It was an exception-
ally warm day and the lack of air conditioning made
for a truly hot lunch. These lunch breaks were a great
time out to meet our fellow travelers and talk about
cars and our “other” lives.

Then back on the bus and a short trip to Mercedes-
Benz at Sindelfingen. This location is the home of the

European Delivery program. Four or five of our
group would be returning here on Monday to pick up
their new cars and extend their tour by a few days or
even a few weeks. We saw people from all over pick-
ing up their new “babies” and stopping on the circu-
lar drive to play with the controls and get their bear-
ings before heading on the road. (See the GWS web
site for Paul Vandenberg’s article on the European
Delivery Program.)

One of the first things we saw inside the doors
was the Mercedes “factory store.” This boutique has
everything! Clothing, models, watches, jewelry,
leather goods, books, beach bags (we bought one at
half price as the weather was going to get consider-
ably cooler), pins, postcards, posters, and on and on.
The limiting factors for purchases were luggage
space and Euros.

Just beyond the store was a small museum of his-
toric cars and engines. On the floor was a CLK DTM
car. On the elevated display was a W163 prewar race-
car and Kimi Raikkonen’s Formula 1 car. There were
so many historic race engines in cases, I made the
mistake of not photographing or writing down the
information plates thinking I could remember them.
No such luck! There was just too much info to
remember. I’ll be better prepared next time!

Everyone fell in love with the special smart Brabus
Roadster Coupe.

A CLK DTM race car was one of many exhibits in the
small museum of historic cars and engines at Sindelfingen.

There is much more to Joe’s article—as
well as many photographs—which will
be continued in future editions of the

Metro Tri-Star.
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Deutsche Marque Concours d’Elegance
Sunday, May 6 — Turner Farm Park, Great Falls, Va.

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Name(s) ______________________________________ Member # ________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h)_____________________     (w) ______________________________________

Email address ____________________________________________________________

Model and Year of Mercedes-Benz entered_______________________

Concours Class:        Show (Street) ______      Display ______

(After April 24, the Concours fee will be $35)

$25 for each car in Show (Street) Class ..........................................$__________

$25 for each car in Display Class ......................................................$__________

$10 each for additional Wine and Cheese Reception tickets ......$__________

(One reception ticket is included with the Concours registration)

Total enclosed ..........................................................................................$__________

Make your check payable to GWS-MBCA.

Send to:

Eric Wagner

18 West Uhler Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22301
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EMB
Means

Parts
We strive to give you the best possible prices

on replacement parts for your Mercedes.

Both Commercial and Individual
customers are welcome.

Saturday – walk in
UPS Delivery weekdays

By appointment during the week

Call (703) 425-5380
Fax (703) 425-5330

3827 Pickett Road
Fairfax, Virginia

At Dent Wizard we remove dents, dings, creases
and hail damage from the exterior of your

Mercedes Benz.

Our revolutionary process removes those imper-
fections quickly and inexpensively.

100% Satisfaction Guarantee Lifetime Warranty

DRIVE  IN.
DENTS  OUT.

$25 OFF
Paintless

Dent Removal

Offer good for Mercedes
Club members only. Not

good with any other offer.
One coupon per vehicle.

No cash value.

For an appointment or FREE estimate call
1-800-DENT-WIZ

DDEENNTT
WWIIZZAARRDD

DENTS AWAY...SAME DAY
www.dentwizard.com
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Competition in a market economy is a good
thing. It’s good for business; but it’s even bet-
ter for consumers. This axiom is especially

true as it relates to the automobile industry where car
makers are consistently building better (read: more
reliable) cars with each consecutive model. This
competition also has led to improvements in lubri-
cants and metallurgy, which are two key factors as to
why maintenance intervals on many cars, trucks and
SUVs have been extended. Unfortunately, this has
also led to the mistaken belief by customers that they
need only change the oil and rotate the tires on their
late model car to keep it going for 100,000+ miles.
The purpose of this article is to correct this misper-
ception.

As good as cars are these days, it is still essential
for every automobile owner to closely follow the
scheduled maintenance intervals set forth by the
manufacturer. The people who design these vehicles
are the most competent engineers in the industry and
know best how to prolong the life of the engine and
drivetrain. So, does this mean that you have to take
your car to the dealer for service in order to maintain
its warranty? After all, even the most educated and
savvy consumers believe that owners are required to
bring their vehicle to the dealer for maintenance
while it’s under warranty. The answer may surprise
many of you—No.

Passed by Congress in 1975, the Moss-Magnuson
Warranty Act (USC, Title 15, Chapter 50, Sections
2301-2312) assures customers that they have the
right to have any preventative maintenance—not
offered free of charge—performed at the facility of
their choice despite the vehicle still being covered by
a new car warranty. This law means that owners can
have work completed at reputable independent shops
like Curry’s without jeopardizing their warranty. Not
too surprisingly, this information is rarely, if ever,
offered to customers by dealers. 

Congress essentially wanted to promote competi-
tion on the basis of warranty coverage alone. By

making sure that consumers can get warranty-related
information, the Act has forced dealers to compete
with independent companies which, in the long run,
has made it much easier for consumers to resolve
warranty coverage issues. This is free enterprise at its
best and is what our legislators envisioned when they
passed this law.  

In this regard, information is not just held by deal-
ers now, but accessible to reputable independent
shops as well. The best of these shops even have
access to the same recommended scheduled mainte-
nance requirements as the dealers and set forth by
vehicle manufacture, as well as access to technical
service bulletins and factory recalls. So regardless if
it’s BMW’s Inspection I and II services, Mercedes
Benz’s A-Service and B-Service, or the ubiquitous
12,000/24,000/36,000/etc. or 30,000/60,000/90,000/
etc. services on American, Asian and other European
car makers, autonomous shops can complete all the
work recommended by the manufacturer. 

But how does the Moss-Magnuson Warranty Act
apply to modified cars? Legally, a manufacturer, and
by extension a dealer, cannot void the warranty on a
vehicle if an aftermarket part was installed unless it
can prove that the part caused or contributed to the
failure. The burden of proof is with the dealer or man-
ufacturer to explicitly prove that the aftermarket part
caused the failure. Therefore, and as it relates to the
installation of an aftermarket part and/or ECU
upgrade, for example, customers should do their due
diligence by researching and working with shops that
specialize in doing this work and with a proven his-
tory and track record. 

Lastly, it should be noted that the Moss-Magnuson
Warranty Act applies to written warranties made on
goods, not services. So it is in your best interest to
have your car(s) serviced at an established shop
which has a reputation for doing the best work at a
fair price, and one which provides the best customer
service, support and guarantee.

Maintenance and Manufacturer Warranties
by Bill Shaw, Curry’s Auto Service
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My wife and I bought our first Mercedes-
Benz in 1997 when we stopped at HBL
(almost on a whim) to check out cars and

prices. But that wasn’t our first brush with Mercedes-
Benz ownership—not by a long shot.

Fade back to August 1970. We had just arrived in
Germany to start a tour of duty with the Air Force
and were temporarily living in a hotel in Bitburg
while looking for both a place to live and a car. In
walking around to familiarize ourselves with the
area, we checked out a few car lots to see what we
could expect—the selection and the prices were pret-
ty disappointing.

Just when it began to look like we’d never find a
suitable car, serendipity struck in the form of a
chance encounter with a former World War II
German POW. He had been in one of the “good”
POW camps in Texas during WWII. To hear him talk,
you’d almost think his time as a POW was a stay at a
luxury resort. The result was that he had picked up a
good command of English, and was only too happy
to help out newly arrived American servicemen. 

After talking with him a bit, he took us to see a
1965 250S the local Mercedes-Benz dealership had
just taken in trade on a new car. It was white with a
red MB-Tex interior, a manual transmission, fuel
injection, relatively few kilometers on the odometer,
and almost no rust. It had recently passed the
required TuV inspection—an indication that it was
also in good mechanical condition. Best of all, as a
1965 model, it was exempt from safety-related U.S.
import restrictions applied to later European models.
The asking price ($2,000) seemed almost too good to
be true, even if it was lot of money for a junior NCO
in 1970.

Needless to say, we were impressed and ready to
buy. We could just picture ourselves motoring around
Germany in this magnificent piece of engineering.
That’s when reality hit, and the car got away.

Because it was a used car, the local credit union
wanted a bigger down-payment than we felt we could
safely afford given the expected expenses associated
with getting settled into a new place (we were still
looking for a place to live at the time). Result: no
deal. In an ironic twist of fate, we did end up with a
white car that had a red interior—a new VW Super
Beetle, but I still regret not stretching our finances to
make that down-payment.

That was the only real regret during our entire
four-year tour in Germany. Our search for a place to
live went much better than the car. We ended up rent-
ing an upstairs apartment in a newly renovated house
in a small farm village. The owners were a childless
couple the age of our parents who worked at the local
air base. They practically adopted us, and we spent
our entire four-year tour becoming part of the local
community (and learning German in the process).

While I still think about the 1965 250SE we
almost bought with some regret, I wouldn’t change
another thing about the time we spent in Germany.

The Mercedes-Benz That Got Away
by Paul D.J. Vandenberg

the Summit circuit for the last two days of Tri-O-
Rama 2007. This national event opens with a
Concours on Saturday, Sept. 15; an autocross and
defensive driving school on Sunday; and the track
school, time trials and acceleration runs on Monday
and Tuesday. Since it is a national event, members
are permitted to drive only their Mercedes-Benz
cars.

Important note! If you want to receive the latest
information about changes or additions to any of
the above dates, I will need your e-mail address(es).
We will not use previous addresses since so many
have changed over the last year. You must send me
an e-mail at JoeWozney@aol.com if you want to be
included on the new list.

Driving — Cont’d from page 6



SSttaarr  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..
TThhee  BBeesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBeesstt  CCaarr!!

Complete and comprehensive auto service on
Mercedes-Benz, Alfa Romeo, Audi, VW and BMW

((441100))  333399--SSTTAARR

((441100))  333399--77882277

11002244  YYoorrkk  RRooaadd

TToowwssoonn,,  MMDD  2211220044

((EExxiitt  2266AA  ooffff  ooff  669955))

MMDD  SSttaattee  IInnssppeeccttiioonnss
FFrreeee  rriiddeess  ttoo  hhoommee,,
wwoorrkk,,  oorr  lliigghhttrraaiill  wwiitthh
iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa
AAllll  wwoorrkk  gguuaarraanntteeeedd
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Running the Chihuahua Express

Hot off the heels of his successful run at La Carerra
Panamericana late last year, Steve Walters is ready
for his next racing adventure. This time it will be the

first annual “Duel in the Desert”—an open road race in
Mexico April 20-22, also known as the Chihuahua Express,
since it begins in Chihuahua, Mexico.

He will again be driving his 1965 220 SEb, this time with
fellow GWS member Klaus Hirtes.

Both modern and vintage cars will line up in Chihuahua
to rip across the Mexican countryside on closed highways
under the protection of the highway patrol. The landscape is
arid, with rolling hills and canyons. There are good roads
and few towns to slow the cars down, so speeds upwards of
200 mph will not be unheard of.

The event will run under performance rally rules. The cars will be started every 30 seconds on a safe,
closed highway with the navigator directing the driver from a route book prepared by the organizer. Drivers
can run as fast as they want and fly across the finish line.

Needless to say, the Metro Tri-Star will be reporting on this latest adventure and wish the two drivers good
luck.

Steve Walters and Klaus Hirtes will be competing
in the Chihuahua Express in April. This photo of
the performance duo was taken by Janet
McFarland last year at VIR.
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Maryland license tags with the section logo and the words “Mercedes-Benz Club” on them are still available. These plates
will not be available through the MVA. You can purchase them only through the club, and they can only be put on a
Mercedes-Benz. Please send the form below to Ed Hainke, coordinator of the program, with two checks: one payable to
GWS-MBCA in the amount of $10, and the second check payable to MVA in the amount of $25. Ed will then contact you
for the required MVA information.

Maryland Greater Washington Section License Tags 

MARYLAND

M
B 0001

MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB

If you are interested,
please fill out the coupon
on the next page.
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Moving?
New Address?

Don’t contact the Tri-Star!
send your changes to:

MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80909
or call

1-800-637-2360

Maryland
Greater Washington Section Tags

Name ____________________________ Member # __________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone (h) ______________________________ (w) ____________________________

Send this form and two checks payable to
GWS-MBCA for $10 and MVA for $25 to:

Ed Hainke, 10755 Sawpit Cove Road, Lusby, MD 20657

We are pleased to welcome Pure
Exotic Cars as a new advertiser in

the Metro Tri-Star (page 7).
Please remember to support all our
advertisers—they support our club
and the Metro Tri-Star newsletter.



New Members
The Greater Washington Section welcomes all its new members. We hope that you will join us soon at

one of our upcoming events. Please feel free to call any officer for information on our activities and
what you can do to get involved.

Steven Buelt
Odenton, MD

Robert J. Buhner
Phoenix, MD

Andrew Canepa
Arlington, VA

Robert B. Coppersmith
Severna Park, MD

George Davies
Springfield, VA

Walter J. Ellison
Fairfax Station, VA

Eileen Fox
Annapolis, MD

Angela Goldring
Waldorf, MD

Bob Hauge
Culpeper, VA

Larry James
Adamstown, MD

William Clark Jarnagin Jr.
The Plains, VA

Wanda Murrell Johnson
Falls Church, VA

Bill Jones
Lorton, VA

Robert L. Jones III
Alexandria, VA

Duke Kentner
Frederick, MD
Terry Kimmel

Severna Park, MD

Paul Lilly
Olney, MD

Robert Maslowsky
Fairfax, VA

Frances M. Norris
McLean, VA

Walter Oglesby
Arlington, VA

George O. Onwukwe
Glenn Dale, MD

Delita Pagan
Arlington, VA

Laurence Prange
Silver Spring, MD

John Reames
Baltimore, MD

Gregory Gerard Stanford
Winchester, VA

Aaron Streater
Great Falls, VA

James William Taylor
Clarksburg, MD

JonPaul Thomasseau
St. Inigoes, MD

Waymen Laselle Tillman
Clinton, MD

Mark Uhran
Washington, DC
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The Trading Post

C240, 2002: Capri blue with java leather interior. 52K miles.
Dealer maintained. Excellent condition. No accidents. Garage
kept. Non-smoker. Auto, sunroof, rain sensor wipers, split fold-
down rear seats. $17,900. Call Bob at (703) 467-9658, or e-mail
rtelwell@cox.net.

600SL, 1998: Black with black/grayhand stitched leather interior.
29K miles. Panoramic roof, AMG wheels. Always garaged and
covered. A beautiful V-12 example. Asking $29,500. Call Richard
if you want a true touring convertible. His number is (410) 827-
3200.

ML320, 1998: White with gray interior. 3rd row seats, 143K miles,

no accidents. Non-smoker, original owner. 145,000 service done,
MD inspected. Front brake rotors done at 142K miles; 4-wheel
alignment done at 137K along with new Michelin tires. New bat-
tery, serpentine belt and tensioner done at 136K miles. Serviced at
Herb Gordon, garage kept, well maintained. Asking $7,900. Call
Don at (443) 831-9741, or e-mail dunecrest@comcast.net.

560SL, 1986: Ivory/tan, 66K, garaged, both tops excellent, origi-
nal, car cover & hoist, excellent condition in and out. 2 sets
wheels, located in Solomons, MD. $18K minimum. Call Mike at
(240) 372-9002, or e-mail mikebuchko@aol.com.

560SL, 1988: Red with tan interior. 31K miles, ALL CALIFOR-
NIA driven, just transported to D.C. Always garaged. Premium
wheels. Red hard and black soft top. Car cover. Excellent condi-
tion. $21,000. Car located at Watergate Condo garage in D.C. Call
Bill at (301) 320-5681, or e-mail bill.edwards@gmail.com.

300TE Wagon, 1988: Blue with tan interior. 185K miles.
Excellent condition and carefully maintained. 3rd seat. Aftermarket
radio with iPod link. $3,000. Viewable on cars.com. Call Patrick
at (703) 946-4855, or e-mail pdynes@cox.net.

380SE, 1985: Astral silver with medium red leather interior.
Winner car in “Best in Class” at Deutsche Marque concours 2005
and 2006. Asking $8,000. Car may be seen in Burke, Va. Call John
at (540) 338-1663, or e-mail drmcwilliams@excite.com. For pic-
tures, go to:
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v416/John_in_VA/380SE/

500SL, 1981: (Rare 899 made in Europe, few in U.S., fewer with
ABS brakes). Blue with blue interior, hardtop, soft top, BBS
wheels, Alpine radio, stainless exhaust, garage kept. Books, kinder
seat, 137K miles with full service done. Asking $14,500. Call
Hank at (410) 257-1400, or e-mail h_spieler@yahoo.com.

Wheels and Tires: Set of four 1983 ‘Bundt-pan’ factory alloys
with center caps and lug bolts, size 14x6, mounted with four low-
mileage General (by Continental) all-season blackwalls (includes
bolts and center caps). Reason for selling: I upgraded to 15x6.5
alloys. $200 for all. Contact Chris at (410) 562-3323, or e-mail
cwfritz11@yahoo.com.

COMAND Navigation System CD ROMs: Complete 10 CD
navigation set for 2002 ML 320 purchased in spring 2003.
Complete set covers North America (lower 48 states plus
Canadian border provinces). Includes leatherette case and instruc-
tion book. Asking $100. Call Mark at (301) 762-0103 evenings.

Any GWS member may place an ad of up to six lines in length free of charge in the Metro Tri-Star. Include your name,
membership number, address and phone number(s) with area codes on your hand-printed or typed copy. Personal ads will
appear for two issues. Ads should be sent to: Metro Tri-Star, 1307 Warrington Place, Alexandria, VA 22307; telephone (703)
765-9405; or e-mail:janetmcfarland@earthlink.net.

Nonmembers may submit a single personal ad for $45. For business ad rates, contact Janet McFarland at the same num-
ber.

We will print a photograph (from color or black and white original or from high-resolution digital image) with your ad for
$20. If you would like the photo returned, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. All checks should be made payable
to: GWS-MBCA. Advertising copy must be received by the 15th of the month preceding publication or the ad will appear in
the following issue. The editor of the Metro Tri-Star shall have sole discretion in determining ad acceptability.
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Automotive Metal Performance, Inc.

Specializing in 113 and 107 Chassis

Full Sheet Metal Fabrication,
Modification and Reconstruction

Top Quality Coach Refinishing
Top to Bottom, Inside and Out

Interior, Electrical and Hydraulic
Work and Minor Mechanical Services

Suspension and Safety Upgrades
and Modifications

Quality and authenticity
since 1980

Contact Andy Paza (301) 223-5017
Williamsport, MD

www.amprestorations.com



Officers
President

Bill Hopper
5455 Broad Branch Road, NW
Washington, DC 20015
(202) 363-4189
E-mail: WWHRestoration@att.net

Vice President
Eric Wagner
18 West Uhler Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 549-5261
E-mail: wagnerek@comcast.net

Secretary
Julian Reeves
13130 Drew Hunt Ct.
Woodbridge, VA 22192
(703) 843-0064
E-mail: Julian.T.Reeves@verizon.net

Treasurer
Paul Vandenberg
11154 Saffold Way
Reston, VA 20190-3823
(703) 478-2158
E-mail: pdjv@pdjv.net

Metro Tri-Star Editors

Deborah Hirtes (703) 521-3120 
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Regional Director

Greg Magnus
(804) 915-7379
E-mail: greg@eoecho.com

Board Members – Appointed
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Pete Gochman (301) 237-7878

Board Members – Committee Chairs
Driving Events

Joe Wozney (703) 437-7866

Membership (call 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.)

Deborah and Klaus Hirtes (703) 521-3120
E-mail: kdhirtes@comcast.net
FAX: (703) 521-0819

Technical

Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586

Social
Jim Glenn (703) 360-1669

Past President Joe Wozney

Ad Hoc Committees

Concours
Open

Online Bulletin
Janet McFarland (703) 765-9405

Webmeisters
Dave Thompson (703) 406-1586
Paul Vandenberg (703) 478-2158

Technical Advisors
Rick Ellinger, RC Imports (301) 762-4205
Bob Hafenmair

Star Auto Serv (410) 399-7827
Jack Rolo, ASC (703) 284-2490

Section Officers, Board Members
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The Metro Tri-Star is published monthly by the Greater Washington Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America,
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